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PRES LOENT HO WLLL LIVE FOREVER LN OUR UNDERTAKING 


lianod TAP GHI CONG GAN / Communist Review 7 in Vietnamese No 5, May 1980 
pp 1-9 


{ Baitorial_/ 


[Text_] The 4,000 year history of the Vietnamese people has been a history 
of tenacious, unyielding struggle against foreign aggression. When the 
French colonialists invaded and occupied our country, our people, refusing 
to live as slaves, continuously arose in armed struggle, determined to fight 
the country-robbers and their traitorous lackeys. However, before our 
party was founded, every anti-French national salvation movement was drowned 
in a sea of blood. The primary reason for these defeats was that our 
people, although they possessed a high spirit of fighting to save the 
country, did not have a correct national salvation line. 


At the time the crisis surrounding the line for national salvation was at 
ite deepest and there seemed to be no way to extricate the country froa its 
dark situation, Nguyen Ai Quoc, that is, our revered President Ho, went 
in search of a line with which to save the country and met the pressing 
need of history. 


By researching the revolutionary situation and revolutionary activities in 
many countries, from capitalist, imperialist and colonial countries to 

Soviet Russia, the first worker-farmer state in the world, Uncle Ho, a genuine 
patriot, adopted Marxisa-Leninisa at an early date and became an outstanding 
communist fighter. 


The genius of Preside’t Ho was seen in his creative application of Marxisa- 
Leninism and the lessons of the Russian October Revolution to the conditions 


of our country; he charted for our people the genuine course of national 
salvation, the course of the proletarian revolution. 


Like a flash of lightning at night, the national salvation thinking of 
President Ho went far beyond the vision and the thinking of contemporary 











revoiutionaries and patriots and opened 4 path that led to tne historic 
turning point in the Vietnamese revolutions the turning point that ushered 
in the period of the Vietnamese patriotic movement being closely linkea 

to communiam, As Le Duan wrote: “The first great contribution made by 
President to was that he closely linked the Vietnamese revolutionary movement 
to the international worker movement, thereby leading the people of Vietnan 
down the course he himself had followed, from patriotism to Merxism-Leninisa. 
This was the only course of liberation, it was the course charted for the 
working people and all oppressed nations of the world by the Russian October 
Revolution. "(1) 


Applying the theory of Marxisa-Leninisa, President Ho scientifically 

analyzed the basic antagonisms within Vietnamese society and pointed out 

that the Vietnamese revolution was a new style bourgeois democratic 
revolution (later to be called the people's national democratic revolution) 
and that the tasks and objectives of the Vietnamese revolution were to topple 
the imperialists and feudalistse, win national independence, give land to the 
tiller and then advance to the socialist revolution without experiencing the 
stage of capitalist development. 


The correct national salvation line of President Ho was clearly evident in 
many of his famous topics of discussion. As early as the 1920's, he pointed 
out the role of the masses in the revolution: "The revolution is the work 
of all the people, not just the work of one or two persons.” He emphasized 
the tremendous role played by workers and farmers: “Workers and farmers are 
the masters of the revolution,” “are the base of the revolution.” He highly 
evaluated the role played by farmers, but he never placed sole emphasis upon 
the role played by farmers. He stated: “By themselves, farmers can never 
throw off the heavy weight that is crushing them" and “all opportunist 
movements that seek to ingratiate themselves with farmers, that consider 
farmers to be the principal force, the only moving force behind the 
revolution, the only revolutionary corps, will only lead to adventurisa, 
extreme anarchy and to the betrayal of Leninism.” He always emphasized that 
the revolution gust be under the leadership of the working class and its 
party in order to win victory. He asserted: in order for the revolution to 
be successful, “it must first have a revolutionary party to mobilize and 
organize the masses at home and maintain liaison with the oppressed peoples 
and the proletariat everywhere. Tc be strong, the party must have as its 
nucleus...the most genuine, the most reliable, the most revolutionary of 
philosophies, Leninism.” He also asserted: “Only socialism, communisa 

can liberate the oppressed nations and the workers of the world from the 
yoke of slavery"; “the only course to follow to save the country and liberate 
the nation is the course of the proletarian revolution.” He also upheld the 
thinking: “There is nothing more precious than independence and freedon.” 
President Ho also pointed out the close relationship between the revolution 
of our country and the world revolution: "The Vietnamese revolution and the 
French revolution must maintain liaison with each other"; “we revolutionaries 
must also maintain liaison with all revolutionary parties in the world in 
order to combat capitalism and imperialism (such as the 3rd International)"; 
“the Vietnamese revolution is also a part of the world revolution. Anyone 











who carries out &@ revolution in the world is 4 comrade of the 
¥ Letnamese, ” 


President ho attached lmportance to buliding allitant solidarity between 
our people and the peoples of Lace and Kampuchea, between our people 

ami the peoples of the other countries in the world, He taught that we 
must closely coordinate the revolutionary task at home with our inter- 
national revolutionary task, coordinate genuine patriotisa with proletarian 
internationalisa, make positive contributions toward strengthening the 
solidarity of the fraternal socialist countries and the international 
communist movement on the basis of Marxisa-Leninisa and proletarian 
internationalisa and wholeheartedly support the struggle of the people 

of the world for peace, national independence, democracy and social isa. 


Through the basic viewpoints mentioned above, President Ho correctly and 
creatively resolved the strategic questions of the Vietnamese revolution 
in accordance with the thinking of Marxisn-Leninisa. 


These basic viewpoints of President Ho laid a firm foundation for the 1930 
political platfora of our party and our party's line of coordinating and 
brandishing the two banners of national independence and socialism in 

the course of leading the revolution and were the beacon that led our 
people to tne great victories of today. 


President Ho was not only a thinker of major importance, he was also 4 
talented strategist. He smoothly combined the very best attributes and 
the fine traditions of the nation with the thoroughly revolutionary 
thinking of the working class, with the revolutionary science of Marxisa- 
Leninisa; he skillfully mobilized and developed the potential strength of 
the nation; he skillfully combined the strength of our nation with the 
strength of our times, thus creating the invincible strength of the 
Vietnamese revolution. He had the clearsighted vision of an outstanding 
strategist, vision that enabled hia to correctly evaluate the situation, 

to grasp the situation, to set forth the correct line and policy, to clearly 
distinguish among the various enemies and correctly point out the main 
enemy, to correctly determine the target of the revolution. In particular, 
in complex and perilous situations involving the struggle, President Ho 
skillfully combined the strategic objectives of the revolution and rigid 
adherence to principles with tactical flexibility, thereby setting forth 
suitable policies and measures concerning the struggle so that we could 
win victory over the enerny and win victory for the revolution. 


Chiefly as a result of these skills and talents of President Ho and the 
leadership of the party, our people overcame every difficulty and challenge, 
triumphed over every enemy and won brilliant victories. Encircled by the 
enemy, our people carried out the victorious August General Uprising and 
became the first people within the colonial system to throw off the ruling 











yore of the Co.oniailste and feudailsete and win politica: power tor 
tnemeeives., in the extremely perilous situation following the August 
Nevoilt.on in whieh they faced both domestic and foreign enemies, our 
people maintained their young government and prepared forces for the war 

of resistance against the French, Our people were the first people in the 
world to win victory over the old style colonialism of the French 
imperialists and were also tne first to win victory over 4 war of aggression 
waged by the international gendarme, the U.5. imperialists, thereby taking 
their place within the ranks o/ the vanguard nations of tne world struggling 
for the most beautiful ideals of mankind in our tines. 


President Ho not only made the tremendous contribution of setting for’) the 
correct revolutionary line for our people to follow, but he was Siso the 
e@reat organiser of the Vietnamese revolution. President Ho founded and 
forged our party, founded the United National Front of our country, was the 
beloved father of our army and brought out state into existence, 


From the time he participated in the founding of tne Fronch Communist Party 
(1920) and especially from the time he visited the USS (1923) to personally 
research the October Socialist Revolution, President rio had a fervent desire 
to establish a communist party in Vietnaa and he actively struggled in 

ever, possible way to found the vanguard party of our country's working class, 


while overseas, he made every effort to spread Marxism-Leninisa to Vietnaa; 
he founded the Association of Vietnamese Revolutionary Youth in Canton 
(China), organized the Communist Group as ‘he nucleus of the association, 
published the paper THANH NIEN and trained communist cadres who were sent 
home to teach and organize the masses and build the forces of the revolution, 
thereby combining Marxism-Leninism with the worker aovement and the patriotic 
movement in Vietnan, 


The Marxist-Leninist thinking and the correct line for national salvation of 
President Ho rapidly permeated the masses like a remarkable vitality and 
led to strong struggles of a new quality. In i929, three communist 
organizations came into being in our country one after the other: the 
Indochinese Communist Party, the Annamese Communist Party and the Indochinese 
Communist Federation. The “Red seeds” planted by President Ho had sprouted, 
On 3 February 1930, President Ho, on behalf of the Communist International, 
convened a conference to merge the three communist organizations mentioned 
above into the Vietnam Communist Party, a conference which marked a great 
turning point in the history of the Vietnamese revolution: from that point 
onward, the leadership of the revolution was entirely within the hands of 
the proletariat. 


Appiying the principles of Marxist-Leninist doctrine on the new style 
proletarian party, President Ho, ever since the party was founded, always 
concerned himself with building and forging our party into a genuine 
Marxist-Leninist party, into “the wise, determined and loyal leader of the 
working class and laboring people."(2) 











A® S00n 4&8 the party was founded, President No Sonfirmed the class nature of 
the party: our party “ie the party of the working class. The party will 
guide the proletariat in leading the revolution in omder to struggle for the 
rights of all oppressed and exploited people. "( 3) 


The foremost concern of President Ho was to insure that our party had a 
firm erasp of Marxist-Leninist theory, was absolutely loyal to Marxisa- 
Lenic‘am and creatively applied Marxism-Leninism to the specific conditions 
of our country in order to set forth the correct revolutionary line for 
leading our people in winning victory for the cause of national liberation 
and the liberation of society. 


He attached importance to teaching theory and revolutionary ethics to 
cadres and party members with a view toward insuring that the corps of 

our party consisteof fighters who are absolutely loyal to the revolutionary 
undertaking of the party and the class, wholeheartedly serve the people, 
firmly adhere to the proletarian stand, acquire more knowledge and work 
skills with each passing day and are “worthy of being the leader and the 
truly loyal servant of the people.” 


He concerned himself with the training of cadres to insure that our party 
always nas successors to undertake the weighty tasks of the revolution. 


He gave his attention to building and strengthening the basic organizations 


of the party, to making them pure and strong, considering this to be an 
important measure in making the entire party pure and strong. 


President Ho set for our party a bright example of a model party member. 

He always included himself within the organization, worked with the collective, 
respected the collective, maintained his sense of organization and discipline 
and fulfilled every task of a party member. He struggled tirelessly to 
maintain the solidarity and unity of the party. President Ho left us with 
very many valuable thoughts on party building and he himself exemplified 

the beautiful thoughts and qualities that he demanded in the party, in 

our corps of cadres and party members. 


As the founder of our country's United National Front, President Ho always 
concerned himself with strengthening the solidarity of the various 
nationalities, considering this to be the source of inexhaustible strength, 
to be the policy of foremost importance in mobilizing and utilizing every 
force of the nation in the performance of the tasks of the revolution. 
President Ho was the personification of broad national solidarity, President 
Ho had love and kindness for all strata of our people, for compatriots fron 
the lowlands as well as compatriots belonging to the various nationalities in 
the mountains, for democratic personalities as well as overseas Vietnamese 
and for religious compatriots. At the same time, he asserted that the 
foundation of the United National Front is the alliance of workers and 
farmers, which must be constantly strengthened, because “a house is only 
sturdy when its foundation is strong.” 











As the beloved father of our people's armed forces, President Ho taught 

the cadres and soldiers af our army to constantly heighten their revolutionary 
Vigilance, heighten their will to fight, “be loyal to the party, filial 

to the people and ready to fight and die for the independence and freedos 
of the fatherland, for socilalisa and complete every task, overcome every 
difficulty, triumphover every enemy.” At the same time, ne instructed our 
entire party, ai. our people and our entire army to attach importance to 
both the political struggle and the military struggle, to coordinate the 
political struggle of the masses with the armed struggle and, depending upon 
the specific situation and circumstances, to make appropriate use of 
revolutionary force in order to win victory over the enemy. He Also 
instructed our army to actively participate in production in order to help 
build the economy, help build and strengthen the rear area, 


As the person who brought our state into existence, President Ho pointed out 
at the very outset that our state is a state “of, by and for the people.” 
The state is led by our party on the basis of the alliance of workers and 
farmers, President Ho frequently stressed: the laboring people are the 
masters of the state, every governmental agency of the state is a servant 
of the people. He said: “Our state is a democratic state and the people 
hold the highest position within it, because it is they who are the masters, 
Within the revolutionary apparatus, everyone from the domestic servant and 
cook to the president of the country is the servant of the people,"(4) 


President Ho was a person who symbolized noble revolutionary qualities. 


His most outstanding quality was his tenacious, thorough spirit of fighting 
for the revolution. During his years of activities oversees in search of 
the line for national salvation, during his years of clandestine activities 
and during his years of imprisonment when he lived and fought under 
extremely difficult and arduous conditions, President Ho displayed a high 
spirit of fighting for the revolution in a selfless manner at all times and 
places. In particular, ever since he became enlightened by Marxism-Leninisna, 
he always displayed the character and abilities of a tenacious communist 
fighter; throughout his life, he fought and made sacrifices for the 
independence and freedom of tune fatherland, for the happiness of the people, 
for the world revolution, for the lofty ideals of socialism and communisna, 


President Ho possessed a deep awareness of the role of the masses in the 
revolution. He had absolute confidence in the tremendous revolutionary 
capabilities and the creative talents of the masses, primarily the mass of 
workers and farmers, and had boundless love for the masses. 


He instructed cadres and party members to truly respect and uphold the right 
of collective ownership of the masses when the party is in power, 


Throughout his life, he wished and made every effort to fulfill his wish that 
"all of our compatriots be well fed, well clothed, that everyone receive an 
education."(5) He said: “Every day...my compatriots endure suffering is 

a day during which I do not eat well, do not sleep well."(6) 


, 











ahen ne was about to ieave us, President Ho expressed in his Testament 
"youndless love" for all our people, our entire party, all of us. 


President Ho was the greatest Vietnamese patriot and also the Vietnamese 
with the greatest international spirit. in him, patriotic thinking and 
international thinking were closely, smoothly coordinated, were one and the 
game. His heart and mind were dedicated to the people of Vietnam, to the 
Vietnacese fatherland and also the working people and oppressed peoples of 
the world, During his active life overseas as well as at home, before the 
party was founded as well as after the founding of the party, when the party 
was still engaged in clandestine activities as well as when it seized political 
power, President Ho's patriotism combined with the proletarian international 
spirit were always pure, intense, unchanging and complete. President Ho was 
the personification of the brotherhood between the revolutionary movement of 
Vietnan and the countries of Laos and Kampuchea, the fraternal socialist 
countries and the working class and laboring people of the entire world. 

For thie reason, the people of the world lived and respected President Ho 
and considered him to be their close friend. 


President Ho was an unparalleled example of revolutionary ethics. Le Duan 
wrote: "In our country, President Ho is the purest and finest symbol of 
the revolutionary ethics of Lenin, "(7) 


The revolutionary ethics of President Ho united, in a remarkable manner, 
the great thinking of President Ho with his life of earth-shattering 
revolutionary activities and even with his extremely pure, simple and 
modest personal life, 


when he returned to become the leader of the party and the president of the 
country after several decades of fighting for the revolution, decades filled 
with difficulties and danger, after travelling to many countries of the world 
and being shifted to one prison after another, President Ho maintained 

the simple, pure style of life that he had always led. The simple lifestyle 
of President Ho reflected the noble ethics of a great communist and was in 
harmony with the life of the masses. 


President Ho constantly concerned himself with teaching revolutionary ethics 
to our cadres, party mer‘ers and people. He advised: “Revolutionary ethics 
are not handed down from above, They develop and are strengthened as a 
result of steadfast struggle and forging on a day to day basis just as a 


pearl becomes shinier the more it is polished and gold becomes purer the more 
it is tempered, "(&) 


in the years since President Ho departed from us forever, our army and people, 
in keeping with his sacred lestament and under the leadership of the party, 
have overcome countless difficulties and sacrifices, won total victory over 
the U.S. imperialist aggressors and their lackeys, totally liberated the 








South and reunified the country, thereby fulfilling President no's long 

held Gream, Since the day the south was iiderated, our people, under the 
leadership of the party, have recorded tremendow achievements, have built 
and strengthened the dictatorship of the proletariat government throughout 
the country and have begun to establish the right of collective ownership of 
the people, thereby making our forces stronger than they have ever been before; 
they have won victory in two wars of aggression unleashed by the Chinese 
expansionists and hegemonists; they have won tremendous victories ‘n the 
effort to heal the wounds of the war, in the work of restoring and beginning 
to develop production and in socialist transformation and socialist 
construction. Our people have also fulfilled their international obligations 
to the peoples of the two fraternal countries of Laos ani Kampuchea, thereby 
strengthening the solidarity of Vietnam, Laos and Kampu‘nea, we have also 
strengthened the fraternal friendship, the militant solidarity and the 
com,rehensive cooperation between our country and the So tet Union and the 
other fraternal socialist countries; we have strengthened the unity between 
our party and the international communist and worker movement, thereby 
contributing to the three revolutionary currents of our times. 


In commemorating the 90th anniversary of the birth of the gre. President 
Ho Chi Minh, our entire party, all our people and our entire -onise 
to make every effort to carry out his teachings very well, determined to 
complete the strategic tasks of the Vietnamese revolution. We must have 

a thorough understanding of the line set forth by the 4th Congress of the 
Party, rectify mistakes and shortcomings in the organization and management 
of the economy and the management of society, focus our efforts on 
accelerating production and stabilizing and maintaining the life of the 
people, strengthen the national defense and security systems, heighten 

our vigilance, be ready to fight aggression and firmly protect the socialist 
fatherland and be determined to struggle against negative phenomena in 
economic and social life, 


In memory of President Ho, let us devote ourselves to continuing his work in 
a worthy manner. 
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PROGRAN FOR THE GRLEBRATION OF THE 9OTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF 
PRBS LURNT HO CH1 MINK 


Hanoi TAP GHI CONG SAN {Communist Review 7 in Vietnamese No 5, May 1960 
pp 10-25 


[ Unattributed article 7 


[Text] On 19 May 1980, with a feeling of profound gratitude, our entire 
party, all our people and our entire army will commemorate the 90th anniversary 
of the birth of the great President Ho Chi Minh. 


President Ho Chi Minh was the most outstanding son of the Vietnasese 
people, the father of the Vietnamese revolution, the person who founded 
and forged the Vietnam Communist Party, an outstanding fighter of the 
international communist and worker movement, one of the outstanding 
revolutionary activists of our times and the close comrade in arms of the 
peoples of all nations in the world struggling for peace, national 
independence, democracy and socialisa. 


His intense and full life of activities will forever be a triiliant 
example for all present and future generations of Vietnamese. 


Part lt Siographical Sketch of President Ho Chi Minh 


President Ho Chi Minh was born on 19 May 1890 to the family of a patriotic 
intellectual, a family of peasant origins in Nghe Tinh Province, a province 
that had the tradition of tenacious struggle against the tyrannical rule 

of the colonialists and feudalists. Social circumstances and the education 
provided by his family profoundly influenced President Ho when he was young. 


Possessing ardent patriotism and political insight, he began to think about 
the reasons for the defeat of the various patriotic movements at that tine 
and became determined to discover the correct course for saving the people, 
saving the country. 














5 June ivil, be went overseas, he travelled to France and many countries 
in BuPope, Asle, Afrloa and Nor America. He alngled with workers and 
OO.0Mias Subjects am worked as 4 laborer in onder to earn his living while 
studying and researehing various revolutionary theories. In 1917, the 
resounding victory of the Kuselan vetober Nevolution led President Ho to 
Ma:AlLem=Leninisa, After thoroughiy researching Marxtisa-Leninisa, he 
recogtised that it was the only correct course for liberating the nation 
amd ‘berating sooclety. 


Uurine Uve same year, he founded the Association of Patriotic Vietnamese in 
order to rally overseas Vietnamese in France. In 1915, he joined te 

prench Joclalist Party and was active in the Prench worker movement. in 1919, 
he sent to the Versailles Conference in France “the petition of the Vietnamese,” 
which demanded that the French government recognise the rights of freedom 

and equality of the Vietnamese, 


In December 1920, at the 18th Congress of French Socialist Party, he voted 
to Support the Joining of the Communist International and participated in 
tne founding of the French Communist Party. This event marked the turning 
point in hie revolutionary life, aarked the shift from patriotisa to 
communisa. 


in 1921, he participated in the founding of the inter<o 1 Union and, 

in 1922, he published the newspaper LE PARIA / THE OUTCAST_/ in France. In 
June 1923, he travelled from France to the Soviet Union, the first socialist 
state in the world, where he continued to study Marxise-Leninica and 
participated in the work of tne Communist International. Also during that 
year, he was elected to the Presidium of the Peasant International. In 1924, 
he attended the 5th Congress of the Communist International and was elected 
ac a member of the Eastern Bureau in charge of the Southern Departaent, from 
which position he guided and built the revolutionary sovement and the 
communist movement in the countries of Southeast Asia. In 1925, he founded 
the Union of Oppressed Asian Peoples. 


In June 1925, he organised the Association of Vietnamese Revolutionary Youth, 
the nucleus of which was C st Group; at the same time, he published 
the newspaper THANH NIEN / YOUTH /and held training classes for hundreds of 
cadres who were sent home to conduct activities. 


On } February 1930, he convened a conference at Kowloon (near Hong Kong) for 


the purpose of uniting the various communist groups to form the Vietnaa 
Communist Party. 


vuring the period from 1930 to 190, he participated in the work of the 
communist International overseas while closely observing the revolutionary 


movement at home and issuing valuable directives to our Party Central 
Committee, 


in 1941, after 30 years of activity overseas, he returned home and convened 
the Oth Plenum of the Party Central Committee, which set forth the line of 


_» « 

















fighting tne Frenen, dviving off the Japanese, establishing a united 
national front called the Vietnam Independence League (Viet Minn), quickly 
building forces, accelerating the revolutionary struggle of the masses 

and preparing for a general uprising to selge political power throughout 
the country. 


On 22 December 1944, ne directed the establishment of the Propaganda Unit 
for the Liberation of Vietnam, which was one of the armed organizations that 
led to the present day Vietnamese People's Army, and the building of a 
revolutionary base, 


In August 1945, amidst the intense revolutionary atmosphere that preceded 

the uprising, he and the Central Committee convened a national congress 

at Tan Trao. The congress elected him to serve as president of the 

Provisional Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. He issued the 
order for a general uprising to seize political power throughout the 

country. On 2 September 1945, he read the Declaration of Indepemience to 

the people of the entire country and the entire world, thereby founding the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam, the first worker-farmer state in Southeast Asia, 


During tne early days of the revolution, our Country encountered many large 
difficulties and was surrounded on four sides, The famine caused by the 
Japanese-French fascists killed more than 2 million Vietnamese, in September 
1945, in collaboration with the U.S. and British imperialists and the 

Chinese Koumintang reactionaries, the French colonialists committed aggression 
against our country once again and schemed to obliterate every achievement 

of the August Revolution. 


President Ho Chi Minh and the Party Central Committee led all our people in 
retaliating against the French colonialist aggressors in the South and 
dealing with the Chiang Kai-shek reactionaries in the North. 


A preliminary treaty was signed on 6 March 1946 between the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam and France. The Chiang Kai-shek army withdrew from 
North Vietnaa. The French army expanded its attacks and occupation of land 
in the South, marched on the North and gradually began to cvcupy land in the 
North, in a scheme to eventually abolish the Democratic Republic of Vietnaa. 
in December 1946, in the face of this situation, President Ho Chi Minh 
appealed to the entire nation to wage a war of resistance and, together with 
the Party Central Committee, led the nationwide, full-scale, protracted war 
of resistance against the French colonialists to the historic victory of 
Dien Bien Phu (1954). 


In July 1954, the Geneva Accords were signed. North Vietnam was liberated. 
However, one-half of the country, South Vietnam, had been turned into a new 
style colony of the U.S. imperialists. President Ho and the Party Central 
Committee led the people of the entire country in simultaneously carrying out 
two strategic tasks: the socialist revolution in the North and the people's 
national democratic revolution in the South. 











ln Jeptember 1960, the Jrmi Congress of the Party was heid; the congress 
adopted @ resolution on the two strategic tasks and elected Ho Chi Minh to 
serve a6 chairman of the Party Central Committee, Under the leadership of 
President Ho and the Party Central Committee, our people intensified socialist 
Construction in the North and waged the war of resistance against the 

United States for national salvation in order to protect the North, liberate 
tne South, reunify the country and advance the entire country to socialisa. 


On 3 September 1969, at 79 years of age, President Ho passed away. 


The iife of President Ho Chi Minh was a pure and noble life of 4 great 
Communist, an outetanding national hero, a brilliant international fighter 
who devoted his entire life to and struggled tirelessly for the fatherland, 
the people, communist ideals, the independence and freedom of all nations, 
peace and justice in the world. 


Part Ili The Revolutionary Career of President Ho Chi Minh 


i. At the end of the last century, the French colonialists invaded our 
country and turned our feudal cou..try into a colonial and semi-feudal country. 


Acting in their inherent tradition of tenacious, unyielding struggle against 
forelen aggression, our people staged an uprising against the French 
colonialists to rewin their independenc and freedom. Resistance wars and 
uprisings broke out continuously throughout the country. When one 
generation failed, the next took up ite cause. Many glorious examples 

were recorded in the brilliant history of our nation, from Truong Cong Dinh, 
and Nguyen Huu Huan to Phan Dinh Ph yw, HoangMoaThan, from Luong Van Can 
and Nguyen Thien Thuat to Phan Boi Coau, Phan Chu Trinh, etc. However, 

ail of these liberation sovements led by patriots met with defeat, 


At the time the country's situation seemed as dark as night and inescapable, 
Nguyen Ai Quoc (President Ho Chi Minh) went in search of the path of 
national salvation. He had great admiration for the genuine patriotisa of 
his predecessors, but he did not support their viewpoints or methods. 


He visited many places and, everywhere he went, he saw the barbarous, cruel 
ruling system of the imperialists and colonialists, He reached an important 
conciusions everywhere in the world, there are but two kinds of persons; 
oppressed and exploited laborers who live in slavery and oppressors and 
exploiters who live extravagant, arrogant lives; wherever people have lost 
their country one finds people in suffering and cruel, inhuman colonialists. 
And, in the imperialist countries, such as France, there are also two kinds 
of peopies the proletariat and other laborers and, on the other side, the 
bourgeoisie. The struggle for national independence cannot be separated 
from the struggle to liberate the proletariat and the laboring people. 




















The success of the Russian October Revolution (1917) ushered in a new age 

in the history of saankind. This first victorious proletarian revoiution 

nad a decisive ini ence upon the entire revolutionary life of President 

Ho, After reading Lenin's “first draft" of the”ineses on the National 

and Colonial Questions,” President Ho saw the correct path to be followed 

by the Vietnamese: “Only by liberating the proletariat is it possibile to 
liberate the nation; these two liberations oan only be the work of communion 
and the world revolution,"(1) “The only path to follow to save the country 
and liberate the nation is the path of the proletarian revolution."(2) 


The development of President Ho's thinking from patriotism to communisa 
marked a decisive change in the history of the Vietnamese revolution, From 
that point onward, the Vietnamese revolution was within the orb of the 
world proletarian revolution. The path of national salvation discovered by 
President Ho ended the period of crisis concerning the line to be followed 
by the Vietnamese revolution. It laid the foundation for the line of 
brandishing the banner of national indepemnience and socialism in the future 
development of our country’s revolution. 


The genius of President Ho can be seen in the following: even when Marxisn- 
Leninism was searching foreign to many oppressed nations, he recognized the 
truth about how to bring the Vietnamese revolution into step with the 
revolutionary current of the times. 


In the course of his activities, President Ho struggled steadfastly against 
incorrect viewpoints concerning the national question and developed the 
theory on the national liberation revolution. He compared imperialism to 
a@ leech with two suckers, one sucking the blood of the proletariat and 
laboring people in the mother country and one sucking the blood of the 
people in the colonies. To win victory, the proletarian revolution in the 
mother country and the national liberation revolution in the colonies had 
to be closely aligned. Unity and mutual help between the proletariat in 
the mother country and the peoples of the colonies are an essential requirement 
in the struggle against the common enemy, imperialism. As a result, 
President Ho struggled against the attempt to deny the close relationship 
between the national liberation revolution and the proletarian revolution, 
against underestimating the positive impact of the national liberation 
revolution upon the revolution in the imperialist countries and against 
racism and chauvinist thinking, all of which were obstacles impeding the 
effort to develop the strength of international solidarity between the 
proletariat in the mother country and the oppressed peoples in the colonies 
and semi-colonies, He considered the struggle for independence by the 
countries of the Far East to be “one of the flanks of the proletarian 
revolution."(3) “The national liberation revolution is an integral part 

of the proletarian revolution on a worldwide scale,"(4) 


President Ho pointed out that the national liberation revolution need not 
wait for the proletarian revolution in the mother country; these two 
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revolutions ehouid be GorFled oul simuitaneously and Support each other, 
but tne oppressed nations are fully capable of taking the initiative and 
Launching @ struggle to liberate themselves and win victory before the 
proletariat in the mother country seiges political power, He also asserted 
that the liberation of the oppressed peoples “oan only be achieved through 
their own efforts,"(5)and, “in order for people to help us, we aust first 
nelp ourselves, "(6) 


The theories of President Ho concerning the path of national liberation 

became the beacon lighting the way for the Vietnamese revolution over the 

past 00 years and more, These theories, which have been proven totally 

correct by the realities of our country's revolution, are valuable contributions 
by him to the storehouse of Marxist-Leninist theory; at the same time, they 
have been important contributions to the world revolutionary movement, 
especially the revolutionary movement in the colonial and semi-colonial 
countries, 


2. In order for the national liberation movement to take place within the 
ord of the world proletarian revolution, it is necessary to establish, at 
the very outset, the leadership of the national liberation revolution by 

the working class. As a person close to the life and struggle of the working 
class, President Ho realized the historic mission of the world working 

class at an early date. He highly evaluated the first struggles by the small 
working class in our country, considering them to be a sign of the times, 

a sign that the working class had begun to become aware of its position, 
role and function. President Ho clearly saw that the ability of the working 
class to lead the revolution depended not upon its size, but primarily upon 
the revolutionary capabilities of this class. The Vietnamese working class 
was still young and small, but it was a class that had been born and grew 

up under the oppression and exploitation of foreign capitalisa. Opposing 
imperialism in both the national struggle and the class struggle, combining 
both interests, the interests of the nation and the interests of the class, 
ir the struggle against Laperialism and severely oppressed and exploited by 
three strata, the imperialists, the feudalists and the domestic bourgeoisie, 
the Vietnamese working class symbolized the most progressive production 
force and possessed extremely large revolutionary energies. All that was 
necessary was for the Vietnamese working class to become aware of its 
historic mission and follow a correct political line in order for it to 
become the force leading the revolution, a role which no other class could 
fulfill. in 1921, President Ho wrote: “The Indochinese people are filled 
with something which is boiling and roaring, ami when the time comes, it will 
break out with great violence. Those who stand in the vanguard must help 
this opportunity to materialize, The barbarity of capitalism has prepared 


the ground; the only thing socialism has to do is to sow the seeds of 
liberation, "(7) 


with deep confidence in the Vietnamese working class, President Ho actively 
worked in a planned and methodical manner to establish the vanguard party 
of the working class in our country. 











Making every eifort to spread Marxism-Leninism to Vietnam, ne founded the 
newapaper Le PANIA, the newspaper VIET)A) Hon” SOUL OF VIETNAN_/, wrote 
"French Colonialization on Trial” and published numerous articies in 
L"HUMANITE, TAP CHI CONG SAN / COMMUNIST REVIEW 7 and DOI SONG CONG NHAN 

{ WORKERS ' LIFE_/ in Frence, in many newspapers and journals in tne USSH 
and in the International News Letter of the Communist International to 
expose the nature and crimes of colonialism and defend the viewpoints of 
Marxism-Leninism concerning the national and coionial questions. His works 
were secretly ciroulated at home and played a tremendous role in awakening 


our people and guiding the patriotic movement of our people along the correct 
course, 


In order to more fully prepare for the founding of the party of the working 
class, he organized the Associaticn of Revolutionary Youth, which included 
the Communist Group, which ceonststed of the first cadres of the association 
personally trained by him in Canton, China, His training lessons were 
compiled in the form of a book entitled “The Revolutionary foad." After 
their training, these cadres returned to Vietnam and practically all of them 
became professional cadres, infiltrating the masses and "proletarianizing” 
the masses in order to launch the revolution and spread Marxism-Leninism 
among our working class and people. They launched intense struggles 
throughout the country, struggles of an increasingly distinct mass nature. 
Together with the widespread development of the revolutionary movement, 
revolutionary organizations developed with each passing day. The first 
Vietnamese communist organizations came into existence in 1929 under a 
variety of names, but with the same purposes and objectives: the Indochinese 
Communist Party, the Annamese Communist Party and the Indochinese 

Communist Federation. On 3 February 1930, at the merger conference held 

in Kowloon (Hong Kong) under the leadership of Prdsident Ho, these three 
communist organizations were merged to form the Vietnam Communist Party, 
which was first called the Indochinese Communist Party. 


Founded, forged and continuously led by President Ho from the time it was 
born until the time it matured, our party became a strong, solid Marxist- 
Leninist Party, a party with a correct revolutionary line, a united party 
with a large contingent of core cadres who have been firmly tempered and 
are highly experienced in struggle, a party that has the trust of all the 
people and the respect of friends throughout the world. 


By making our party the strong, solid Marxist-Leninist party it is today, 
President Ho cultivated the principal factor of victory of our country's 
revolution. 


3. After our party was founded, President Ho and our party led the 

Vietnamese in carrying out the national democratic revolution and advancing 
to the socialist revolution. There are many reasons for the victories that 
have been won by our people over the past 50 years; however, the underlying 
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basic reason was that President Ho and our party creatively applied Marxisa- 
Leniniem to the specific conditions of Vietnam in order to set forth a 
correct revolutionary line for our people and advance our people to victory 
after victory. 


Immediately after the founding of the party (1930), President Ho, in 

documents drafted by him, such as the Outline Platform, the Outline Strategy 
and the Appeal, presented the correct revolutionary line, It was the 

line o. carrying out @ new style bourgeois, democratic revolution, later to 

be called the people's national democratic revolution, in order to topple 

the imperialists and their lackeys, the feudalists, win national independence 
and land for working farmers and then advance to the socialist revolution 

and socialist construction in Vietnam, These two revolutions wre inseparable. 
This basic thinking was later developed upon in the platform of the party 

and became the consistent thinking guiding our party throughout the 50 


years of revolutionary struggle. 





In the people's national democratic revolution, President Ho defined the 
two principal antagonisms within Vietnamese society that had to be resolved 
as the antagonism between our nation and the ruling imperialists and the 
antagonism between our people, primarily the peasants, and the feudal 
landowner class; to win true independence for the nation, it was necessary 
to skilifully combine the national and the democratic tasks. 


in the various periods of the revolution, on the basis of the political 
situation and the comparison of forces in the world and at home, President 
Ho and the Party Central Committee adopted correct strategies and tactics 
to achieve the basic objectives of the people's national democratic 
revolution. 


The correctness and the creativity of President Ho were specifically 
manifested in his establishing the role of leading the revolution as 
belonging to the working class and the party of the working class; in 
confirming workers and farmers as the nucleus of the revolution; in his 
advocating the establishment of a broad national united front and the 
achievement of broad unity among tne people within the Viet Miah Front; 

in the building of the people's armed forces and his wise policies concerning 
military affairs, armed uprising and the art of creating opportunities and 
seizing the extremely favorable opportunity that arose when the Soviet 
army defeated the fascists in World War II in order to win victory in the 
August Revolution (1945); and in his ingenius coordination of rigid 
revolutionary principles with flexible tactics and his clever use of the 


antagonisms with n the ranks of the enemy to isolate and topple the main 
enemy. 


The correctness and creativity of President Ho were also clearly evident 
in the line on waging a protracted, full-scale, national war of resistance 
on the basis of self-reliance coordinated with seeking international aid, 











thereby oringing the sacred war of resistance of our people against tne 

French colonialists to victory; in the line on coordinating the oimul taneous 
performance of the two strategic tasks of the people's national democratic 
revolution and the socialist revolution, thereby bringing the war of resistance 
against the United States for national salvation to total victory. 


Tne dominant thought running throughout the entire life of revolutionary 
activities of President Ho was: "There is nothing more precious than 
independence and freedom,"(&) This thinking deeply permeated the entire 
Declaration of Independence and was expressed in his imaortal words; “we 
would rather sacrifice everything than suffer the loss of our country, than 
be enslaved"(9) and “as long as one aggressor remains in our country, we 
must continue to fight and drive them off."(10) This thinking crystallized 
our nation's several thousand year tradition of resisting foreign aggression 
and winning and maintaining independence and, at the same time, developed 
this tradition along the lines of the basic objectives af our times: peace, 
national independence, democracy and socialism, it was a source of strong 
motivation and inspiration to our people in the course of the long and 
difficult revolution over the past several decades and enabled our people to 
overcome every peril and ultimately win victory over the international 
gendarme, U.S. imperialisa., 


In President Ho, independence and freedom were closely linked to socialisn, 
He said: “I have but one desire, one ultimate desire, that our country 

be totally independent, that our people be totally free, that all compatriots 
be well fed, well clothed and educated"(11) and “only socialism, communism 
can liberate the oppressed peoples and laborers of the world from the yoke 
of slavery, "( 12) 


when the North was totally liberated, President Ho and our party adoptea 

the policy of advancing the North to socialism. On the basis of the major 
characteristic of our country in the stage of transition, the North would 
“advance directly from a backward agricultural country to socialism without 
experiencing the stage of capitalist development, "( 1 The Party Central 
Committee, headed by President Ho, set forth the basic tasks and the line 
on the socialist revolution as: “Gradually advancing the North to socialisa 
and developing a modern industry and agriculture, a progressive culture and 
science"(14) while constantly strengthening the dictatorship of the 
proletariat and carrying out the three revolutions: the production relations 
revolution, the sclentific-technological revolution and the ideological and 
cultural revolution; transforming the old economy end building the new 
economy, with building the new economy being the key and long-range task; 
considering “industrialization to be the central task throughout the period 
of transition to socialism” and “our most important task to be building 

the material and technical bases of socialism"(15); and “adopting a very 
good plan for developing the eco and culture in order to constantly 
improve the life of the people. "(16) 











In socialist construction, +reaident No especially emphasized the right of 
ownership of the laboring people. He said: “Tne socialist and communist 
system ie @ system of which the laboring people are the masters."(17) He 
taugnt cadres to respect and implement the right of ownership of the people, 
to rely upon the people because “without the support of the people, even 

Ln@ @aclest job cannot be performed but, with the support of the people, the 
most difficult of jobs oan be performed,"(15) 


President Ho attached very much importance to molding the new, socialist 
man, coneidering this to be an essential prerequisite to the success of 
socialist construction. He said: "To build socialism, it is first of all 
necessary to have socialists."(19) His viewpoint concerning molding the 
new man is of tremendous significance in the socialist revolution in our 
country, @ revolv’ on which demands that our people possess high self- 
awareness so that they can successfully carry out the long and difficult 
process of comprehensive revolutionary change and create a totally new 
society. 


4%, President Ho not only charted the course of the Vietnamese revolution 
for our people, but also left us with extremely valuable thoughts concerning 
party building, the alliance of workers and farmers, the United National 
Front, the building of the people's armed forces, the building of the state 
government, strengthening international solidarity and so forth, which are 
factors that have insured the victory of the Vietnamese revolution. 


At an early date, President Ho pointed out that the revolution “must first 
have a party"(20) of the working class to lead it. The Vietnam Communist 
Party nad to be tne product of the combination of Marxism-Leninism with the 
worker movement and the patriotic movement of our people. The party had to 
have Marxiom-Leninism “as its backbone." More than one-half century ago, 

he asserted; “There are many different theories and philosophies in existence 
now, but the only genuine, the surest and the most revolutionary of thes is 
Leninisnm, "(21) 


In the appeal made on the occasion of the founding of the party (1930), he 
pointed out that the Vietnam Communist Party “is the party of the 
proletariat"(22) and represents the interests of the proletariat and the 
nation of Vietnam. A major concern of President Ho throughout his life was 
to make the party “a genuine revolutionary party of the working class...that 
knows how to creatively apply Marxism-Leninism to the specific conditions of 
our country. "(23) 


President Ho pointed out that, in order to build the party, it is first of 
all necessary to establish the correct political line. Building the party 
means building political, ideological and organizational solidarity and 
oneness of mind from the Party Central Committee to the basic level, means 
building party chapters that are strong and solid in every respect; "Only 
with good party chapters is every job performed well."(24) Building the party 

















&lso means molding party members and cadres who are absolutely loyal to the 
class and the nation and have the ability to apply the lines and policies of 
the party in every set of circumstances in order to organize the masses in 
performing the tasks agsigned by the party. He taught cadres and party 
members to always "keep the solidarity and oneness of mind of the party as 
the apple of their eye"(25), to maintain the discipline of the party in a 
strict and self-imposed manner, to constantly struggle by means of self- 
criticism and criticism within the party and before the masses, to constantly 
Study Marxist-Leninist theory, "the most revolutionary and scientific of 
the philosophies"(26), in order to “oreatjvely apply it to the specific 
conditions of our country. "(27) 


President Ho considered the close relationship between the party and the 
masses to be the origin of the party's strength. When the party is in 
political power, it is necessary to closely link party buliding to the 
revolutionary movement of the masses, welcome and encourage the masses to 
participate in party building and, through the movements of the masses, 
accept new members into the party and “purge backward elements” in order to 
constantly increase the fighting strength of the party. 


President Ho was the first Vietnamese to have a deep understanding of the 
role played by the masses in history and in the revolution in accordance 
with the viewpoint of Marxism-Leninism, He taught that “the revolution is 
the undertaking of the masses."(28) He recognized at an early date the 
leadership role played by the working class: “In order to win victory, 

the revolution absolutely must be led by the working class. Because, it is 
the most progressive, the most enlightened, the most determined, the most 
disciplined and the most tightly organized class, with the command staff of 
the working class being the proletarian party."(29) He also pointed out 
the tremendous role played by and the large forces of farmers in the 
revolution, consider them to be "the primary and most reliable allies of 
the working class."(30) He also said; “In the present age, only the 
working class has the historic mission of leading the revolution to ultimate 
victory by aligning itself with farmers,"/ 31) 


During the days spent preparing for the fow.iing of the party, he confirmed 
the basic position of the alliance c° workers and farmers led by the working 
class: “Workers and farmers are the masters of the revolution,"(32) 
Summarizing the factors insuring the victory of the revolution, President Ho 
wrote; "We must successfully establish the alliance o* workers and farmers 
because it is the surest guarantee of victories for the revolution, Only 
with an alliance of workers and farmers led by the working class is it 
possible to resolutely and thoroughly topple the anti-revolutionary powers, 
seize political power for the laboring people, consolidate this power, 
complete the historic task of the national democratic revolution and advance 
to socialisa, "( 33) 














President io Sleo taughts “In each stage of the revolution, under the 
leadership of tne working class and on the basis of an increasingly strong 
alliance of workers and farmers, it is necessary to rally every revolutionary 
and progressive force within a broad front and achieve a unity of action 
under many different forms among these forces in order to fight the common 
enemy."(%) He asserted that the United National Front was a factor 
guaranteeing the victory of the revolution. President Ho frequently stressed 
the f'ndamental factor in strengthening the United National Front, namely, 
the need to establish broad unity and combat the trends of isolationism 

and narrowmindedness; unity must be true and permanent unity; at the sane 
Lime, it ls necessary to combat the tendency of unilateral unity, unity 
without waging an appropriate struggle within the front, He summarized 

the strategic significance of the unity of all the people in his famous 
words; “Unity, unity, broad unity! Success, success, sweeping success! "( 35) 


President Ho asserted: to win victory for the revolution, it is absolutely 
necessary to "use revolutionary force against counter-revolutionary force, 
to seize and maintain political power."(36) The revolutionary force advocated 
by President Ho consisted of the political forces of the masses and the 
people's armed forces. In the directive establishing the Propaganda 

Unit for the Liberation of Vietnam (194+), he set forth the guideline of 
this unit as relying upon the people and coordinating military activities 
with political activities, with "more importance attached to political 
activities than military activities,"(37) He attached importance to 
“organizing the masses" and engaging them in the struggle. He said "when 
the people's spirit is strong, no army, no weapon can successfully oppose 
them."(36) At the same time, he also pointed out that it is necesaary to 
build and develop all three elements of the people's armed forces (main 
force troops, local troops and militia-self-defense units) on the basis of 
tne political forces of the masses so that they can serve as the nucleus of 
the political forcee of all the people and of the national defense systen. 
Summarizing the rich experiences gained from using revolutionary force under 
the specific conditions of our country over the past several decades, 
President Ho said; “Depending upon the specif. situation, we must select 
cultable forms of revolutionary struggle and make correct and skillfully 
coordinated use of the various forms of armed struggle and political struggle 
in order to win victory for the revolution. "(39) 


Building the revolutionary government was one of the foremost concerns 

of President Ho, He pointed out that our state is, by nature, a dictatorship 
of the proletariat state. It is a state built by the people on the 
foundation of tne alliance of workers and farmers led by the working class, 

a state that has the purpose of serving the interests of the people and 
suppressing every enemy of the people. He taught: "The agencies of the 
government, from national agencies to village agencies, are the servants of 
the people"(40); they must wholeheartedly care for the interests of the 
people and fully uphold their right of ownership. He harshly criticized 














the ilis that arise within agencies and among cadres, such 4s bureaucracy, 
arrogance, violations of the right of ownership of the people, misappopriation, 
bribery, waste, etc, He advocated making the people's democratic 

government pure and strong, 


Leyal to Lenin's strategic slogan on international solidarity between the 
proletariat and the oppressed nations, President Ho, in every circumstance, 
always advocated "the close coordination of patriotism with proletarian 
internationalism, "(41) 


President Ho taught us that the Vietnamese revolution is a part of the world 
revolution; therefore, we must always, on the one hand, display a high 
spirit of independence and autonomy; at the same time, we must attach 
importance to the support and assistance of the people of the world, 
especially the assistance of the Soviet Union and the other fraternal 
socialist countries for the revolutionary undertaking of ow people; on the 
other hand, we must wholeheartedly fulfill our international obligations 

by making positive contributions to strengthening the solidarity of the 
international communist and worker movement on the basis of Marxism-Leninism 
and proletarian internationalism, by struggling to preserve the purity of 
Marxism-Leninism, by combating opportunism of every shade, by strongly 
supporting and helping the struggle by the people of the world for peace, 
national independence, democracy and socialism. 


5, President Ho's viewpoint concerning revolutionary ethics is part of the 
valuable heritage in the ideological storehouse he left behind for us, 





President Ho was a bright example of the virtues of modesty and simplicity, 
of total devotion to the people, to the revolution. He resolutely combated 
every manifestation of worship of an individual, combated the thinking of 
being a meritorious statesman, of being satisfied with one's achievements. 


President Ho pointed out that revolutionary ethics involve “being deternined 
to struggle throughout one's life for the party, for the revolution"(42); 
“placing the interests of the revolution, the party and the people above 
everything else"(43); “being loyal to the party and filial to the people"(4); 
practicing "diligence, thrift, honesty and selflessness"(45); practicing 

the noble raison d'etre of Marxism-Leninism: "One for all, all cor one;(46); 
constantly cultivating revolutionary zeal; and "diligently studying 

politics, economics, science and technology in order to improve one's 
abilities. "(47) 


President Ho taught that, wher the party is in political power, revolutionary 
ethics also include a spirit of responsibility for the life of the masses, 

He said; "The party unites and leads our people in emulating to build 
socialism, build a happy and prosperous life and establish good customs and 
morals. As long as one Vietnamese remains exploited and poor, the party 
should feel sad and consider this to be a sign that it has not fulfilled 





ijtetaek, Therefore, the party must concern iteelf with sueh laportant jobs 

ao transforming the backward economy and culture of our country into a 
proeressive economy and culture while constantiy concerning iteelf with 

‘ueh @iner detalle as the soybean sauce ana salted fish needed for the daily 
Lives of the people."(4) He aise saldi “if the people are hungry, the 

party and government are to biame; if the people are cold, the party and 
govertinent are to blame; if the people are ignorant, the party and government 
are at faulty Af the people are i111, the party and government are to blame, "(/4) 


\e desanded that cadres and party sembers maintain close ties with the masses, 
nave confidence in the otreneth and creative capabliities of the masses, 
support and value every “good person and good job,” every “small initiative” 
of tne gasses, make every effort to learn the experiences of the masses 

and set good examples for the masses, in summary, “every party seaber 

and cadre,,,must be worthy of being the leader and the truly faithful 

pervant of the people. "( 50) 


jresident Ho taught us that, in conjunction with practicing revolutionary 
ethics, we must combat individualiem, He said: “Individualisa gives birth 
to countless dangerous miladies: bureaucracy, authoritarianisa, factionalisa, 
complacency, corruption, waste..."(51); “individualism is a savage eneny 

of soctaliom"(52); and individualien "is a major obstacle to socialist 
construction’(53)) therefore, “the victory of socialism cannot be separated 
from victory in the struggle to eradicate individualisn, "(%4) 


(ne revolutionary ethics of President Ho crystallised the most beautiful 
qualities of our working clase and nation. In President Ho, revolutionary 
ethics were united and closely linked with his great revolutionary thinking 
and hie noble life of revolutionary activity. His viewpoints concerning 
revolutionary ethics together wits, the bright examples set by hia in his 
iLife nave and will forever shine brightly and deeply permeate the heart of 
each and every Vietnamese, 


Part lili: Making Every &ffort To Continue To Implement the Sacred Testament 
of President Ho Ohi Minh and Completing Both Long-Range and Immediate lasks 


The revolutionary career of iresident Ho was extremely large. 

The revolutionary thinking of iresident Ho was truly great. 

The revolutionary ethics of President Mo were truly pure. 

setore ne departec ‘rom us, -resident Ho left his sacred Testament, a 


testament reflecting deep love and firn integrity, to our entire party, all 
Our peopie and our entire arny. 


At the funeral ceremony for iresident Ho, Le Duan, general secretary of 
the Party Sentral Committee, took ar oath of honor on behalf of the entire 
party, 211 the people ard the entire arny. 








in, keeping with the sacred festament of /rensident |io and this oath of 
honor, tne entire party, 41] tne people and the entire army advanced our 
country's revolution to new stages of development, 


ihe general offensive and uprising in the spring of 1975, which concluded 
with the ho Chi Minh campaign, marked 4 historic milestone: under the 
Leadership of the party, our people totally defeated the U.5. imperialist 
ageressors and their lacneys, totally liberated the country, reunified the 
country and began advancing the country to socialisn. in the face of the 
brilliant vietory won by the nation, all our people were extremely happy that 
they nad completely fulfilled the long held dream of President Ho. #ith 
that victory, the country was totally independent, the fatherland was 


The Socialist Aepublic of Vietnam was established and the entire country 
entered the stage of building socialism for the sake of the “prosperity and 
happiness” of all the people, as taught by President Ho. During the past 

° years, in the face of extremely large difficulties, the people of our 
entire country, displaying the revolutionary-offensive spirit, have made 
every effort to implement the resolution of the 4th Party Congress and 
have recorded important achievements in the work of healing the wounds of 
the war, restoring and developing production, carrying out socialist 
transformation in the South, strengthening and improving the socialist 
production relations in the North, continuing to build the material and 
technical bases of socialism throughout the country, accelemmting educational, 
cultural and public health activities, etc. Our victory was a fundamental 
victory. The achievements recorded in every area have been limited, 
partially because of difficulties beyond our control and partially because 
of shortcomings on our part in economic and social management. However, 
we car still take pride in the victories and achievenents that have been 
recorded, 


We must always uphold and enhance the pure international sentiments of 
President Ho, strengthen the fratermal friendship, the militant solidarity 
and the comprehensive cooperation between our country and the Soviet Union 
as well as the other fraternal socialist countries, strengthen the unity 
between our party and the international communist movement and make 
contributions to the three revolutionary currents of our times. in keeping 
with the teachings of President Ho, our party and people devoted their 
energies to fulfilling their international obligation to the peoples of the 
two fraternal countries of Laos and Kampuchea, thereby making the solidarity 
of Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea ven stronger. 


se have strengthened the unity and oneness of mind within the party and 
strengthened the unity of all the people despite every stratecen am trick 
of devisiveness and sabotage of the reactionaries within Chinese ruling 
circles and the various other enemies. This is unity based on a high 
degree of unanimity concerning the line on and the determination to build 


2k, 











soclallem and protect the soclaiist fatherland against every soneme and act 
of aggression of the imperialiete and the Chinese hegemoniste, 


in t.* face of the glorious vietory of our nation and the correct iine of 

our party of brandiening the banner of struga@iing for indepenience, freedon 
ami socialism, for pure proletarian internationalism, the reactionary 

gang within Beljing ruling cireles has expressed resentment and hatred, 
consi‘ering our country to be a major obstacle on the course of their 
expansionioa and hegemony. They betrayed the Chinese revolution and the 
Chinese people, trampled upon the friendship between the Vietnamese and 
Siineee and brought political, economic and military pressure to bear upon 
our Country. At @ time when our country is encountering numerous difficulties, 
they have used the Pol Pot-leng Sary clique to wage 4 war on our southwestern 
border and launched 4 war of aggression against our country on the northern 
border, 


imbued with the teaching of President Ho that “there is nothing mre 
precious than independence and freedom,” al] our people and our entire 

army, under the leadership of the glorious party, once again triumphed over 
‘he mew eneny aggressor, the Chinese expansionists and hegemonists and their 
lackeys. 


Altnough they have been heavily defeated, the reactionary gang within Bei jing 
ruling circles are still plotting malicious schemes in 4 vain attempt to 

weaken and annex our country. They have aligned with the imperialists and 
other reactionary powers to oppose our country, oppose the three countries 

of Indochina and insanely carry out their scheme of hegemony in all of Southeast 


Atia,. 


loyal to the objectives of the struggle for indepenience, freedom, socialisn 
and the legitimate interests of our nation and the people of the world, our 
entire party, all our people and our entire army are determined to complete 
the strategic tasks of the Vietnamese revolution at this tise: successfully 
buliding socialism (beginning with building the material and technical bases 
of soclalisn), resolutely cafeguarding the independence and territorial 
integrity of tne fatherland and fulfilling our international obligation to 
the fraternal peoples of Laos and Kaapuchea. 


At the same tine, efforts must be focused on carrying out the three pressing 
tasks set forth by the 6th Plenum of the Party Central Committee: 


"First, accelerating production and stabilizing and supporting the life of 
the people; 


secondly, strengthening the national defense and security systems and 
maintaining a readiness to fight aggression and protect the fatherland; 











snhimdly, waging @ determined struggle to overcome negative phenomena in 
economic and sociai life, especially pilfering, bribery and intimidation of 
the masses,” 


d@ Must mane every effort to successfully implement the Jino-Viet Treaty 

of Friendehip and Cooperation and the various treaties that have been 
signed with the other fraternal socialist countries, thereby strengthening 
the socialist comunity; we must otrengthen the unity with the international 
communist and worker movement on the basis of Marxism-Leniniam and 
prvietarian internationalism; we must strengthen our unity with the non- 
aligned countries and the peoples of the other countries; we must make 
positive contributions to the struggle of the people of the world for peace, 
national independence, democracy and socialism; we must build unity *nd 
friendsnip on the basis of the five principles of peaceful coexistence with 
other countries, especially with neighboring countries in Southeast Aria. 


we are living in an exciting period in the history of our country and the 
history of the world, The three revolutionary currents of our times are 
displaying powerful strength and surpassing every sinister power. 


We must make every effort to nurture the factors of victory of the Vietnamese 
revolution; in particular, we must concern ourselves with making our 

party truly strong and solid in keeping with the teaching of President Ho: 
“Ours is a party in power, Every party menber and cadre must truly...be 
imbued with revolutionary ethics, truly be diligent, frugal, honest and 
selfless, We must keep our party truly pure and be worthy of being the 
leader and the truly faithful servant of the people. "( 55) 


In commemoration of the 90th anniversary of the birth of the great 
President Ho Chi Minh, every Vietnamese promises to do his very best to 
continue the revolutionary work of President Ho. 


May our entire party, all our people and our entire army strengthen our 
unity, heighten our vigilance and endeavor to successfully build a Vietnan 
of peace, independence, unity and socialism, thereby making a worthy 
contribution to the revolutionary undertaking of the people of the entire 
world. 
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RESIDENT HO CHI MINH AND THE VIBTNAM COMMUNIST PARTY ON THE QUESTION OF 
NATIONAL INDEPiNDENCE 


Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN / COMMUNIST REVIEW_7 in Vietnamese No 5, May 1980 
Pp 26-32, 42 


{ article by Ha Huy Giap 7 





[i Text_/ The nation of Vietnam was formed at a very early date. Even before 
the birth of Christ, the AuViet and Lac Viet tribes merged to form the 
country of AuLac in order to combat the scheme of annexation of the Chinese 
feudalists. On the one hand, the strong vitality resulting from unity and, 
on the other hand, the fight against the constant threat of annexation from 
one century to the next by Chinese feudalists were the factors that forged 
a Vietnamese nation of intelligence, bravery, kindness, unity and love for 
one another in order to “triumph over cruelty by means of the great cause 
and use determination in place of ruthlessness." It was chiefly as a result 
of knowing how to develop upon its good attributes and learn the good 
attributes of others and as a result of having a highly developed, beautiful 
civilization that the Vietnamese nation existed and developed in a dignified 
manner and in harmony with other nations and was never destroyed by any 

act of aggression. 


This ancient form of the nation of Vietnam was a type of “pre-capitalist 
nation” about which Marx spoke. Small-scale, agricultural production was 
closely coordinated with the cottage industry; in addition, the existence of 
an organizational system of hamlets and villages based on public ownership 
of cropland laid a firm foundation that helped our forefathers to protect 
the independence and sovereignty of the country, but this system kept our 
nation in the grips of feudal relations for many, many years. 


At the end of the 19th Century and the start of the 20th Century, our 

country was invaded and occupied by the French colonialists. They collaborated 
with the weakened, reactionary feudalists to keep our nation in dependence 
upon the capitalism of the mother country. At that time in the world, 
imperialist capitalism had become the cruel oppressor of nations; the 

historic revolu:ionary role of the bourgeoisie had come to an end; the 
proletariat stepped into the political arena and assumed its historic mission 
of liberating mankind. 
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rrom the time the French colonialists invaded and occupied our country, 
wars of resistance and uprisings continuously broke out in 411 regions of 
the country. However, all of them met with defeat. Many patriots went 

to Japan, to China, to France and so forth in search of 4 way to save the 
nation, but they achieved no results whatsoever, The nation of Vietnam 
Still suffered under slavery and, although uprisings continued to break out, 
they were submerged in a sea of blood, It was against the background of 
this dark and inescapable situation that Uncle Ho went to the West, with 
a heart filled with ardent patriotism and confidence in the indomitable 
power of the people, and after slightly less than 10 years of studying and 
comlucting research, Uncle Ho, possessed of ardent patriotism and confidence 
in the indomitable strength of the people and as a result of his virtues 
of absolute justice and devotion, discovered the truth of our times when 
the Russian October Revolution broke out and the Communist International 
was established, especially after reading Lenin's Theses on the National 
and Colonial Questions.” He asserted that, in the present age, patriotisna 
must become the love of communism, must go hand in hand with communism 
because “only socialism, communism can liberate the oppressed nations and 
the laboring people of the world from the yoke of slavery."(1) And “the 
only path for saving the country and liberating the nation is the path 

of the proletarian revolution, "(2) 


The independence and freedom of the nation must be closely linked to 
socialism; genuine patriotism is inseparable from proletarian internationalisna, 
The liberation of the nation must be closely tied to the world proletarian 
revolutionary movenent. This spirit was manifested in the famous words 
"there is nothing more precious than intependence and freedom"(3) and “I 
have but one desire, one ultimate desire, that our country be totally 
independent, our people be totally free and every compatriot be well fed, 
well clothed and educated."(4) Thic thinking of his was the crystallization 
of the nation’s 4,000 year history of building an’ defending the country, 

it was coordinated with the truth of our times and i* represented the fervent 
aspiration of our nation. 


with a thorough understanding of Leninisa, President Ho Chi Minh raised the 
matter of national independence on the basis of the stand of the working 
class and within the scope of the world proletarian revolution. To resist 
imperialism, which was intensifying the exploitation of the manual workers 
and laboring people at home and intensifying the invasion and occupation of 
colonies, the annexation and annihilation of nations while scheming to create 
a world philosophy based solely on the interests of several groups of 
monopolistic capitalists, it was to establish an international force of the 
proletariat, the only class capable of abolishing class and national 
oppression and exploitation, necessary to carry out a world proletarian 
revolution and draw every national liberation revolutionary movement within 
its orb, To echieve success, all revolutionary movements, even the 

national liberation revolution, must be brought within that orb and be based 
upon this international force. The national liberation revolution in our 
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country Gould only be successful under the leadership of the Vietnamese 
proletariat and ite political party. Although the Vietnamese proletariat 
was newly established and small in sige, it was the force representing the 
development of our times. As the product of colonialist, capitalist 
ageressors, the Vietnamese proletariat struggled for the interests of the 
Glass and, at the same time, for the interests of the nation because 
Colonialist capitalism was both an exploiter of the proletariat as well as 
& Country-robber and an oppressor of the nation. Under the guidance of 
Marxicm=Leninism, with the assistance of the f.rees of the international 
worker movement and the national liberation revolutionary movement and 
Knowing how to utilige and develop upon its own indomitable tradition and 
that of the nation, the Vietnamese proletariat could surely excellently 
complete its mission, 


The proletariat and laboring farmers formed a strong alliance and, on this 
basis, established the United National Front with a view toward toppling 
the imperialists and the feudalists. This alliance was possible because 
Vietnamese farmers, the largest force of the nation, had a tradition of 
unylelding struggle against foreign aggression and against the feudalists 
within the country and no longer pinned any hopes whatsoever upon patriotic 
scholars of bourgeois tendencies nor upon the weak, late to develop national 
bourgeoisie, which had made compromises with the colonialist imperialists 
and the feudalicts, Farmers themselves were becoming more impoverished 
with each passing day, and there seemed no escape from their plignt. Only 
on the basis of the leadership of the proletariat could farmers topple 

the country-robbers, the land robbers and break the age-old chains of 
oppression and exploitation. 


As regards farmers, once capitalism entered its final stage and became 
increasingly mired in a pervasive crisis, the only course for them to follow 
was to align themselves with the proletariat not only to regain their land, 
but aiso to advance to socialism. In 1895, in “The Peasant War in France 
and Germany," Engels said that the situation had changed and that farmers 
had joined workers not only for the purpose of advancing to democracy, but 
to soclalism as well, 


However, there were communists at that time who did not have confidence in 
the revolutionary capabilities of farmers, did not feel that farmers could 


advance to socialism. In 1921, Uncle Ho had to struggle against these lines 
of thinking. 


Concerning Indochina, Uncle Ho wrote in issue number 14 of TAP CHI CONG SAN 
COMMUNIST REVIEW_7 in April 1921; “The Indochinese people are filled 
with something which is boiling and roaring, and when the time comes, it 
will break out with great violence. Those who stand in the vanguard must 
help this opportunity to materialize. The barbarity of the colonial regime 


has prepared the ground; the only thing socialism has to do is to sow the 
seeds of liberation."(5) 
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Bvaluating the capabilities of farmers within the national liberation 
revolution and the thinking that farmers could advance to socialism, President 
Ho &lways stressed the role playec by farmers as the primary and most reliable 
ally of the working class, always stressed that workers and famers were 

the masters of the revolution. However, he never absolutized the role played 
by farmers, To the contrary, he always emphasized that, in order to win 
victory, the revolution must definitely be led by the working class. Because, 
it is the most progressive and most tightly organized of the classes, And, 
the proletarian party is the command staff of the working class. Only with 
the alliance of workers and farmers led by the working class could it be 
possible to determinedly and thoroughly topple the counter-revolutionary 
powers, win political power for the laboring people, consolidate this power, 
complete the historic task of the national democratic revolution and advance 
to socialisn, 


President Ho stated: "By themselves, farmers can never throw off the heavy 
weight that ic crushing them"(6) and "all opportunist movements that seek 

to ingratiate themselves with farmers, that consider farmers to be the 
principal force, the only moving force behind the revolution, the only 
revolutionary corps, will only leadto adventurism, extreme anarchy and to the 
betrayal of Leninism."(7) 


As regards the close relationship between the national liberation revolution 
in the colonies and the proletarian revolution in the mother country, Uncle 
Ho wrote: "On the day that the hundreds of millions of mistreated, oppressed 
Asians awaken and sweep away the cruel exploitation by the insatiably greedy 
colonialists, they will become a huge force and, once they eliminate one of 
the prerequisites to the existence of capitalism, that is, imperialism, they 
can help their brothers in the West achieve total liberation."(8) He pointed 
out that the revolutionary struggle of the working class in the colonial 

and vassal countries "must be closely linked to the struggle in the countries 
that have invaced and occupied the colonies, because both sides must join 
together to defeat their common master."(9) 


In order to educate and enlighten the peoples of the colonies concerning 

the reasons for their suffering, for the loss of their country and concerning 
the need to unite with the proletariat, to establish unity among the peoples 
in the colonies and with the proletariat in the countries that invaded and 
occupied the colonies in order to arise together and carry out the liberation 
revolution, Uncle Ho and a nunber of progressive personalities in the 
colonies of France, with the sympathy and support of the French Communist 
Party, organized the Inter-Colonial Union and published the newspaper LE PARIA 
(THE OUTCAST) in Paris in 1921 and 1922 to use as a weapon in the fight for 
the liberation of outcasts. Uncle Ho observed: the working class and 
laboring people of all countries are “the victims of international capitalisn; 
although there are many different races, there have always been but two kinds 
of people in the world: exploiters and those who are exploited, And, there 
is only one kind of friendship: proletarian friendship. "(10) 


34 

















At the congress of the Peasant International (1923), Uncle Ho denounced the 
erimes of the colonialist imperialists, crimes that had pushed peasants to 

the brink of anninilation, They had arisen against them many times, but always 
met with defeat, “Our international will only become a true international 

\f the peoples of the Far East, especially the peasants of the colonies, 

the persons who are exploited and oppressed the most, participate in it,"(11) 


when Tenin died, Uncle Ho wrote: “Lenin ushered in a new age, the age of 
true revolution in the colonies... To all oppressed and enslaved peoples, 
Lenin represented a turning point in the history of bitter suffering of 
their lives as slaves and symbolized a new and brilliant future," 


In 1924, at the 5th Congress of the Communist International, Uncle Ho 
criticized the communist parties of the West for not truly concerning then- 
selves with the revolution in the colonies even though "the destiny of the 
world proletariat depends, to a large degree, upon the colonies, The 
colonies are the places that supply food and soldiers to the imperialist 
powers..., 80, we must first of all deprive them of the colonies,"(12) 
“according to Lenin, in order for the revolution in western Europe to win 
victory, it must be closely linked to the liberation movement against the 
imperialists in the colonial and enalaved countries and, the national question, 
ac Lenin taught, is a part of the proletarian revolution and the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. "(13) 


He and a number of progressive personalities from the countries of eastern 
Asia established the League of Oppressed Nations in 1925, which was a form 
of the Anti-imperialist Front. He maintained ties with the revolutionary 
movements in the countries of eastern Asia and paid very much attention to 
the situation of the farmers in these countries while concerning himself 
with the interests of the other nations. He considered the national 
liberation struggle to be "an integral part of the proletarian revolution 
on a worldwide seale."(14) However, he pointed out that the national 
liberation revolution need not wait for the proletarian revolution in the 
mother country and that the oppressed peoples are fully capable of taking 
the initiative and waging a struggle to liberate themselves and win victory 
before the proletariat in the nother country seizes political power. He 
stated that the liberation of the oppressed peoples can only be achieved 
tnrough their own effort. He said: “Applying the words of Marx, we want 
to tell them that they can only achieve liberation through their own 
efforts and struggle. "(15) 


rresident Ho pointed out the independent nature of the national liberation 
struggle within each country but always placed this movement within a 
relationship with the overall movement, 


JYuring the period in which fascism was born and began to pursue an aggressive 


policy, Uncle Ho and our party, upholding the spirit of the 7th Congress 
of the Communist International (August 1935), pointed out that the strategic 
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task of resisting the imperialists and resisting the feudailsts had not 
changed, iiowever, the primary and immediate task was to struggle against 

the reactionary colonial regime, win independence and democracy and achieve 
a comfortable life and peace, ‘The main and most dangerous enemy of the 
Indochinese at that time was the colonial reactionaries and their lackey 
clique. To achieve the strategic goal of the revolution, our party advocated 
the establishment of a democratic front with a view toward assembling within 
it the various party factions, individuals and association chapters of the 
*rench Popular Front in Indochina, thereby assembling forces to resist 

the colonial reactionaries, the lackeys of the fascists in Indochina, 





In a letter sent to the Communist International and to our country (which 
was lost), Uncle Ho clearly stated: 


"<For the time being, the party cannot put forth too high a demand (national 
independence, parliament, etc.). To do so is to fall into the scheme of the 
Japanese fascists. 


it should only demand democratic rights, freedom of organization, freedom 
of assembly, freedom of press and freedom of speech, general amnesty for 
all political detainees and struggle for the legalization of the party. 


-To reach this goal, the party must strive to organize a broad democratic 
national front. 


This front does not embrace only Indochinese, but also progressive French 
residing in Indochina, not only laboring people, but the national bourgeoisie 
as well, 


There cannot be any alliance with or any concession to the Trotskyite 
group. We must do everything possible to expose them as the henchmen of 
the faccists ani annihilate them politically. 


To increase and consolidate its forces, widen its influence and work effectively, 
the indochinese Democratic Front must keep close contact with the French 

Popular Front because the latter also struggles for freedom, democracy and 

can give us great help."(16) 


The plenum of the Party Central Committee held in November 1939 analyzed the 
Situation in Indochina and viewed the relationship among the classes as 
follows: 


"On the one side, there are the French imperialists who control all economic 
and political power through corrupt local officials and running dogs that 
have betrayed the nation; 


On the other side are all the local peoples that have been oppressed by the 
French imperialists like buffalo and cattle and exploited to the bone."... 
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"AL thhe Sime, oli Classes and parties, with the exception of the feudalists, 
some reactionaries amone landowners and capitalists and the running doge that 
have betrayed the nation,... hate the Laperlalist enemy.” “However, the 
terrible conditions o&used by the Laperialiot war will cause the radicalization 
ard the Pevolutionieing of the masses to ocour very rapidly... indignation 

will boll, the revolution will break out,” 


Tne plenum viewed the national question from two pointe of views “on the 

one hand, the rations of Indochina must unite, topple the French imperialists 
and ieaand tetal independence for indoohina and the right of self-deternination 
for the nations of Indoehina; on the other nand, the national liberation 
moverent in Indochina must be very closely linked to the world revolution, 
must be & part of the world revolution...” 


"In the age in whieh capitalism has entered its final stage of development, 
imperialion, and especially at a time when it has resorted to the use of 
fasciot dictatorships, it is necessary, in order to evaluate 4 national 
movement, to thoroughly understand ite contents. Any national movement that 
-upporte and aceiets the world revolution is a progressive and revolutionary 
movement while any national movement that ic being used by the imperialists 
*o divide the colonial market is against the world revolution (and, as a 
result, against the interests of the nation itself--author's note), that is, 
is reactionary.” 


The plerum pointed outs “The only course of survival open to the nations 

of Indochina is the course of toppling the French imperialists and resisting 
all form of foreign aggression, be it by Westerners or Orientals, in order 
to liberate the nation and achieve total independence for the nations of 
indochina with the right of national self-determination.”... “Wational 
intereste are the supreme interests and every question of the revolution, 
even the land question, must be resolved with this objective in mind.” 
Citing the antagonioms between the nations of Indochina and the imperialist 
aggresrore as the main antagonisms, the plenum decided to temporarily drop 
the slogan of agrarian revolution and “only confiscate cropland from the 
freoeth imperialists and the landowners who have betrayed the interests of 
the nation.” The plenum decided to “establish a United Indochinese Anti- 
Imperialist Front.” “The main forces of the revolution are workers and 
farmers.” “The front must be under the comand of the proletariat.” “workers 
and farmers must brandish the banner of national independence.” 


“In the struggle against the people of Indochina, the French iaperialists 
nave, either directly or indirectly, brought in other imperialists as their 
Allies ‘to crush the revolutionary movement, consequently, communications and 
an alliance between the forces of the anti-imperialist liberation revolution 
in the world with the world proletariat, with the bulwark of the world 
revolution, the U55F, are absolutely necessary because the sympathy and 
support of tne world revolution can, to a significant degree, determine the 
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eucCeb. Of the Pevelutionary movement within the regie:,” in indochina 

“mo mation can achieve liberation separately because indochina is under 

the exclusive politioal, economic and military contro] of the } rench 
imperialists. so one country Gan escape this rPuling system without affecting 
he entire ruling system of the Frenoh imperialists. The Federation of 
Indoohinese Nations absolutely does not compel the various nations to 
eetablish a single sovereign state because such nation. a6 Vietnas, Kampuchea 
and Laos originally had their independence. Every nation has the right to 
determine ite own destiny in accordance with ite ow desires, but selt- 
determination Goes not mean separating ourselves completely {rom one 
another, "( 17) 


Aeainst the background of the invasion and occupation of Indochina by the 
Japanese fascists and the surrender of the French colonialists to Japan, 
tne 7th Plenum of the Party Central Committee (November 1940) pointed out 
the peril facing the nations of Indochina, which were caught between 

two forees, the French imperialists and the Japanese fascists, who were 
collaborating with each other. “The Indochinese proletariat is not only 
under the yoke of capitalist exploitation, but aloo under the yoke of 
national oppression, consequently, it is very revolutionary and presently 
wants to liberate itself; the Indochinese proletariat sust liberate al) 
nations from the chains of imperialisa."(16) In order for the revolution 
to be a complete success, it had to be led by the proletariat of Indochina. 
The forces of the revolution had to achieve a unity of action in order to 
wage an armed struggle to topple the French-Japanese imperialists and the 
traitorous reactionary forces. 


Under the chairmanship of Uncle Ho, the &th Plenum of the Party Central 
Committee (May 1941) observed: “The nations of Indochina are presently 
being oppressed and exploited by both the French and the Japanese. This 
yoke of oppression is extremely heavy and cannot be endured by the nations 
of Indochina... The righte of all classes have been taken away and the 
destiny of the nations has never been in greater peril... If, at this tine, 
we do not resolve the question of national liberation, do not denand 
independence and freedom for all nations, not only will all of the nations 
be forever held in slavery, but the ts of each nation, of the classes 
will not be rewor in 10,000 years."(19 


The national question involved the freedom and independence of each nation. 
“AG Tegardis the nation of Vietnan...after driving off the French ant the 
Japanese, we will establich a new, democratic Vietnan...” “All of the 
nations of Indochina are under the ruling yoke of the French and Japanese, 
therefore, driving then off is not something that can be accomplished by 
only one nation or another, rather, the united forces of all nations of 
imdochina are required,” 


“At this time when national liberation is the supreme interest, our party 
must employ an extremely unified method of appeal in order to awaken the 
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lone Ppeld national epivit among the people, Therefore, the front of our 
party at thie Use cannet be the came an the Indochinese Anti-laperialict 
United Mational Front, Prather, the name aust be changed and the front must 
be of & greater nataonal nature,,,the Vietnam Independence League, 
abbreviated as Viet Minn, Our party and the Viet Minh must do everything 


possible te help the nations of Kampuchea and Lace organise 4 Kaapuchean 
independence league, 4 Lao independence league...” 


Ac @ result of adopting the correct line, correctly raising the question of 
national independence, providing flexible polit'.al guidance and adopting 
revolutionary methods consistent with the objective realities of the world 
and our Country, Vnele Ho and our party led the revolution to the glorious 
vietery of the 1945 August General Uprising, toppled the colonial regine 

of the "weneh and the well established local feudaliste and established the 
Jemooratic Mepublic of Vietnam, the first worker-farmer state in Joutheast 
Aela, tnereby bringing a brilliant and dignified life back to our nation, 
om people, our fatherland, 


vince the August Revolution, our party, acting in the interests of our 
nation, our fatherland, in the revolutionary interests of the peoples of 
all mations of the world, has continued to brandish the banner of national 
indeperdence and socialism, smoothly combined genuine patriotian with 
proletarian internationalism, combated every manifestation of bourgeois 
nationalism, maintained ar independent, autonomous stand and, at the same 
time, strengthened our unity with the forces of socialism, national 
independence and progress throughout the world. Under the leadership of 
the party, our people have written and are continuing to write brilliant 
pager in the history of the Vietnasese revolution, thereby helping to 
safeguard peace, national independence, democracy and socialism in the world 
and implement the lamortal words of President Ho Chi Minh that al] nations 
of the world have the right to freedom, equality and happiness, 
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[article by Le Trong Tan 


[Text_] The entire history of the growth, combat and victories of our 
armed forces has been closely linked to the nage and achievements of the 
g@reat Uncle Ho. 





to specific, practical matters pertaining to each battle, each campaign, 
each phase of military training. 


The writings and speeches of President Ho are 
ecience of Vietnam" in the new age; these wri 
thoroughly revolutionary and profoundly scientific nature 

uniquely Vietnamese. The teachings of Uncle Ho are truly extremely valuable. 








In this article, I have presented a number of matters concering which I have 
deep insight in the hope of contributing to the research of his ailitary 
viewpoints. 


Broad Vision, Thorough Analysis and the Concentration of Strength on the 
Most Dangerous Enemy 


Who should we fight? What are our combat objectives? These are some of 
the questions of decisive importance in the victory of the revolution and 
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war. Uncle Ho reainded uss “We must be clearsighted so that we can see 
everything, 60 that we correctly determine who our enemy is."(1) "Once 

wo clearly know who the enemy is, victory can be won,"(2) Therefore, we 
"must have broad vision, aust engage in thorough analyeie"(3)in order to 
quickly determine who the enemy is, determine each type of enemy, the main 
enemy, the enemy behind our immediate enemy, the dangerous enemy that is 
directly attacking us and the enemy that will, in the course of development, 
become our main enemy. 


Correctly determining who the enemy is at an early date is very iaportant 
in order to always take the initiative in the guidance of strategy and 

the formulation of plans for winning victory over the enemy in every 
situation in war, Our Party Central Committee, headed by Uncle Ho, always 
aimed directly at the enemy, determined our enemy at an early date and 
accurately evaluated the enemy in every stage of the revolution and through 
the various turning pointe of history. 


in February 1930, when writing the "Outline Platform of the Party,” Uncle 

Ho pointed out that the targets of our country's revolution were the 
imperialists and the feudalists, set forth the task of “toppling French 
imperialisa and the feudaliste"(4)and closely guided the effort to coordinate 
the two tasks of resisting the imperialists and resisting the feudalists 

in the various periods of the revolution. In the 1940's, when France met 
with defeat and our country became a colony of Japan, our party identified 
our main enemy as the Japanese fascists and took thorough advantage of 

the antagonisas between the two enemies of our nation, the Japanese fascists 
and the French colonialists, in order to accelerate the national liberation 
revolution and iaplement the resolution of the Sth Plenum of the Party 
Central Committee held in May 1941, which was convened and chaired by Uncle Ho. 
“If, at this time, we do not resolve the question of national liberation, 

do not demand independence and freedom for all nations, not only will all 

of the nations be forever held in slavery, but the rights of each nation, 

of the classes will not be rewon in 10,000 years. "(5) 


Under the leadership of the party headed by President Ho, by means of the 
combined strength of the entire nation coordinated with the strength of our 
times and inspired by the brilliant victory of the Soviet Red army in World 
War Il, our people staged a victorious general uprising, seized political 
power from the Japanese fascists and established the Democratic Republic 

of Vietnam. At that time, we did not sit idly by and wait for the 
proletarian revolution in those countries that had strong revolutionary 
movements to win victory nor did we wait for “help” from our allies. 
“Liberation can only be achieved through our own efforts and struggle. "(6) 


After the 1945 August Revolution, when the revolutionary government was still 
in its infancy, our nation had to simultaneously deal with the schemes of 
many imperialists and their lackeys and contend with many aggressor armies 
and armed reactionary forces. In the North, nearly 200,000 Koumintang 

troops controlled behind the scenes by the U.S. imperialists, entered in 

the name of disarming the Japanese army; however, they were actually carrying 
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out @ scheme to “anninilate our party, destroy the Viet Minh and help 
Vietnamese reactionaries topple the people's government in order to 
establish a reactionary government serving as their lackey,"(7) In the 
South, the British lmperialist army moved in and, aleo in the nage of 
disarming the Japanese army, helped the French colonialiste carry out their 
scheme to retake our country. There were still some 60,000 Japanese troops 
with thelr original weapons in the important cities. Less than 1 month 
after our country declared its independence, the French colonialists, with 
the British imperialists acting as their accomplice, opened fire on Naa Bo, 
Panic-etricken in the face of the power of our country's revolution, the 
British, the Americans and Chaing Kai-shek agreed to give France the authority 
to disarm the Japanese army, that is, to allow france to re-establish its 
rule in our country once again, Meanwhile, pro-American, pro-Chiang Kai-shek 
and pro-French Vietnamese traitors made every effort to sabotage the 
revolution, 


With the fate of the country hanging on a thread, Uncle Ho and the Party 
Central Committee, by geans of genius and unparalleled organisational 
ability, brought our people through every seemingly insurmountable difficulty. 
Against the background of having to simultaneously contend with many 
agressive and crafty enemies, it was extremely important to take advantage 

of the antagonisms among the various enemies, highly divide them and 
determine which was our main enemy. 


As a@ result of clearly understanding the nature of the imperialists and 
reactionaries and carefully observing their strategic schemes and intentions, 
when the Chiang Kai-shek army and the British army were about to march on 
our country but the French had not yet sent in their expeditionary army, 
Unele Ho and the Party Central Committee predicted: “They will make 
concessions to one another and allow France to return to Indochina” and 
“sooner or later, we shall have to fight the French imperialists.” Uncle 
Ho and the Party Central Committee, clearly aware that the main antagonisa 
in our country at that time was the antagonism between our nation and 

the French colonialist aggressors who wanted to re-establish their rule 
over our country, observed: “The main enemy of our people is the French 
colonialist aggressors and we must direct the struggle against then. "/8) 

In the Declaration of Independence, Uncle Ho wrote: “All Vietnamese, 
united as one from the upper echelon to the lower echelon, must determinedly 
resist the scheme of the French colonialists,"(9) 


While our people were fighting the French, Uncle Ho observed: “In recently 
concluded World War Il, the United States became the leader of the 
imperialists, the leader of the international reactionaries, Great Britain 
and France are the right and left hands of the United States... Since the 
beginning of the war of resistance, Great Britain and the United States have 
helped the French colonialists... However, in 1950, the United States 

openly intervened in our country. Therefore, our main slogan at this time is: 








annihilating the French colonialiate and defeating the U.S. interventioniste, 
Winning reunification, total independence and protecting wrld peace, "(10) 
He declared: "The more they intervene, the more united we aust be, the 

more atrongly we must fight. 


If Vietnam closely unites with the fraternal nations of Kampuchea and Laos, 
we will have enough strength to rout the French colonialists and the U.S. 
interventionistes, "( 11) 


After the victory of Dien Bien Phu, Uncle Ho analysed the new situation and 
pointed out to our people: “In Indochina, as regards our war of resistance, 
the United States and France seem to be united; however, the truth is that 
the United States wants to control the puppets in order to kick France out... 
The United States is the main enemy of world peace and we must concentrate 
our forces on resisting the U.S. imperialists... Since the Dien Bien Phu 
campaign, the scheme and plan of intervention of the United States have 
changed in order to prolong the war in Indochina, internationalize the 

war in Indochina, undermine the Geneva Conference, look for every possible 
way to kick the French out in order to occupy the three countries of Victnaa, 
Kampuchea and Laos, turn them into slaves of the United States and worsen 
tensions in the world. 


"Thus, the United States is not only the enemy of the people of the world, 

but it is becoming the direct and primary enemy of the peoples of Vietnan, 
Kampuchea and Laos."(12) “The spearhead of our struggle as well as the 
spearhead of the struggle of the world are directed toward the United States... 
Be we at peace or in a state of war, we must always take the initiative, 

must look ahead and prepare for the future."(13) Uncle Ho reminded us to 
combat the habit of “not seeing the forest for the trees; only noticing 

the withdrawal by the French but not realising their scheme; only paying 
attention to the French, not the United States, "( 14) 


The course of U.S. imperialist aggression against our country confirmed tnat 
the above mentioned predictions by Uncle Ho and the Party Central Committee 
were totally accurate. Under the talented leadership of Uncle Ho and the 
Party Central Committee, we, with the intense spirit of our army and people 

to resist the United States and with the strong sympathy and support of the 
world, forced the United States to gradually de-escalate the war and ultimately 
suffer bitter defeat. 


In the process of guiding the revolution and the war, not only did Uncle Ho 
determine who the enemy was at an early date, but he also very clearly 
understood and very correctly evaluated the enemy; he left our people's 
armed forces with profound lessons in determining, analyzing and evaluating 
the enemy, understanding the nature, schemes, position and power of the 
enemy, understanding the enemy in their country, in the world and in our 
country, during each period and on each specific battlefield. 








Before the nationwide war of resistance against the French colonialiste 
broke out, in a directive entitled "The Urgent Tasks of the Moment” 

(5 November 1946), Uncle Ho predicted; “Even if the enemy is 99 percent 
defeated, they will still make every effort to hurt us. Because, if they 
are defeated in Vietnam, their entire imperialist empire will be destroyed. 
Therefore, they will send in very many expeditionary troops (no more than 
100,000), airoraft and tanks, They will resort to very savage destruction 
ani terror. Their purpose will be to strike panic in the hearts of our 
people and, as a result of this panic, surrender, 


However, we must understand that the forces of the enemy have limits. We 
must be determined to persevere through this ‘blitekrieg’ stage. Then, 
the enewy will collapse and we will win victory."(15) 


This turned out to be a very correct prediction. Uncle Ho clearly saw 
that the French imperialists would be extremely obstinate because a defeat 
in Vietnam would affect the future of French iaperialisa. 


As regards the U.S. imperialists, it was not only when we encountered thea 
in, che South that we saw that the strength of the United States also was 
"a limited strength,” but, as early as when the United States interevened 
to help the French attack us, Uncle Ho analyzed: “The U.S. camp has many 
weaknesses: aside from the strength of the democratic camp, the U.S. 

camp is threatened by another force, economic crisis. The U.S. camp has 
many internal contradictions... The people, especially the various strata 
of workers in the countries being ‘helped’ by the United States, hate the 
United States because it has taken over their economies and infringed 

upon their countries’ independence. The United States is very greedy and 
wants to establish bases throughout the world; the United States helps 
every reactionary group, every reactionary government. The U.S. front is 
very long and very broad and the defense forces of the United States must 
be spread thinly. "(16) 


In the undertaking of resisting the United States, liberating the South and 
protecting the North, Uncle Ho constantly showed our people, our army and 
world opinion the obstinate, reactionary nature of the U.S. imperialists as 
well as their strengths and weaknesses and taught the thinking of not 
fearing the United States, not fearing the modern weapons of the United 
States and being determined to fight and win victory over the U.S. pirate 


aggressors. 


Our party and Uncle Ho always correctly evaluated the U.S. imperialists, were 
clearly aware of the fundamental nature and schemes, the strategic objectives 
and the strategic measures of the United States in each strategic stage of 
the war, correctly evaluated the comparison of forces between ourselves 

and the enemy and adopted accurate, effective and flexible strategies for 
winning victory over the enemy in each stage and eventually winning total 
victory. 





Under the light of the teachings of Uncle Ho, we came to deeply realise that 
our country occupies an iaportant strategic position, that our country's 
revolution always faces strong laperialist enemies and reactionary powers 
and that we gust frequently deal with many enemies at the same time, 
Determining who is the main and immediate enemy is the first key to the 
sucoess of the revolution and war, is necessary in order to direct our hatred 
and will to struggle against them, to assemble the strength of the nation 
in coordination with the strength of the world revolution, the strength of 
tradition with the strength of our times, thereby creating an invincible 
strength for winning victory over the enemy and winning indepenience and 
freedona, 


All our people and our entire army must be extremely alert and vigilant, 
must closely watch and detect the schemes of aggression and annexation of 
the enemy, view the situation in a truly comprehensive and objective manner, 
predict every possible situation and make full preparations so that we can 
seize the initiative, fight the enemy and win victory in every situation. 


We must correctly evaluate the enemy and “absolutely never underestimate 

the enemy." “If we underestimate the enemy, we will surely meet with defeat. 
If we know the enemy well, victory will be ours. If we allow the enemy to 
know us well, we will be defeated."(17) We absolutely must resist being 
complacent, being subjective, underestimating the enemy and losing our 
vigilance, [hese are extremel) valuable teachings by Uncle Ho to our army 
and our people. They are also an objective requirement, a m .er in the 
nature of a law in winning victory in war, 


Be Neither Arrogant in Victory nor Discouraged in Defeat, Overcome Every 
Difficulty, Win Victory Over Every Eneay 


The realities of history as well as the present show that the enemies who 
commit aggression against our country are large imperialist countries and 
big country expansionist powers. As a result of their extremely reactionary, 
adventurous and malicious nature, they are constantly scheming to weaken 
our country in order to annex it and enslave our people. The enemy only 
accepts defeat after their will to aggress has continuously been dealt fatal 
blows; and, they only give up when they see that they are no longer able to 
continue the war and that their counter-revolutionary global strategy faces 
the danger of being defeated. Therefore, Uncle Ho and the Party Central 
Committee concern themselves with teaching all our people and our entire 
army determination to fight and win, determination to defeat every eneny, 
regardless of how rich, strong and large they might be. 


Uncle Ho was an example of the thoroughly revolutionary spirit of the 
working class, of our party, an example of our nation's tenacious, 
indomitable will, While waiting for the opportunity for the August General 
Uprising, Uncle Ho directed: even if we must “burn the entire Truong Son 














Mountain Range, we must be determined to win our independence,"(18) During 
the war of resistance against the French, Uncle Ho appealed: “We would 
rather sacrifice everything than suffer the loss of our country, than be 
enslaved"(19) and “regardless of how many sacrifices we might have to make 
and regardless of how long the war of resistance might be, we will fight 
until the end, fight until Vietnam ie totally independent and reunified,"(20) 
In the war of resistance against the United States, Uncle Ho taught our 
army and people: “As long as one aggressor remains in our country, we must 
continue to fight and drive them off,"(21) Shortly before he passed away, 
Uncle Ho, still displaying this iron will, told us: “Regardless of how 
many difficulties and hardships they encounter, our people will surely 

win total victory. The U.S. imperialists will surely be forced to withdraw 
from our country. "(22) 


In war, Uncle Ho always taught the lessons of determination to troops: 


"You must be determined to perform every job, regardless of how large or small, 
well and cause others to share in your determination. 


You must be determined to not spea’ empty words, but must deeply believe 

what you say. When encountering fa.orable conditions, you must be determined 
to develop upon them; when encountering difficulties, you sust be determined 
to overcome then. 


Your determination must not be expressed at meeting halls or in words, rather, 
it must be expressed in work, in action. You must be determined to create 

a brave style of fighting. You must be determined to oppose all negative, 
wavering and selfish actions and all false reports. 


You must be determined to fight, determined to endure hardships and 
difficulties, determined to overcome every difficulty, determined to comply 
with the policies of the Party Central Committee and government. "(23) 


He often taught troops: “In life, there is nothing difficult nor is there 
anything easy. For example, it is easy to bend the branch of a tree, but 
without determination, this cannot be done; it is difficult to carry out 

a revolution and wage a war of resistance, but, with determination, success 
can be achieved, "( 24) 


Before our troops advanced on Dien Bien Phu, Uncle Ho directed them: "You 
must fight more bravely, must endure greater hardships, must maintain your 
determination in every set of circumstances: 

Be determined to annihilate the eneny, 

Be determined to comply with policies, 


Be determined to win many victories, "(25) 


The banner of determination to fight and win which Uncle Ho held at Dien 
Bien Phu was also the banner of determimtion to fight and win victory over 
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the U.S. plrate aggressors that led to the attack by our great army on 
Saigon in the historic Ho Chi Minh campaign during the spring of 1975. 


Since the revolution entered the new period, our cadres and soldiers, 
remembering the lessons in determination taught by Uncle Ho, have continued 
to display high revolutionary~-offensive spirit, a heroic character and 
determination to fight, have overcome every new difficulty and challenge, 
have built powerful forces and have been ready to defeat every enemy 


aggressor. 


In the long, difficult and violent war against every enemy of the class 

and nation to win independence and freedom, Uncle Ho taught our cadres 

and soldiers: do not be arrogant when you record an achievement or win 

a victory because “arrogance is the first step toward defeat"(26); when 

you encounter difficulties, even temporary setbacks, do not be pessimistic, 
do not waver, do not be dispirited, but persevere until the final objective 
is achieved; “absolutely never underestimate the enemy"; “if you under- 
estimate the enemy, you will surely be defeated"(27); any victory, regardless 
of how large it might be, is only the first step, always be vigilant against 
the enemy, reactionary powers and new obstacles in the path of the 
revolution. “We must clearly teach this to all cadres, troops and people 
so that they are not arrogant in victory, are not discourgaed in defeat, 
always make an effort and try to overcome every difficulty and hardship and 
eventually win final victory."(28) Uncle Ho advised: “We will encounter 
many difficulties between now and the time total victory is won and we 

might also experience numerous defeats. It is normal in war to win victories 
and suffer some defeats. Of utmost importance is that we win final 
victory."(29) When encountering difficulties, we must make every effort 

to overcome them and not become dispirited, lose our will, become panic- 
stricken or waver because of these difficulties: "By enduring the long, 
cold winter, we will see spring. "( 30) 


With the teachings of Uncle Ho deeply ingrained within us, we do not 
consider victory to be something easily achieved. In the revolutionary 
struggle as well as in war, easy victories are very few in number, The 
attitude of being satisfied with immediate victories only leads to the 
relaxation of vigilance and a decline in the will to fight. "Do not be 
dispirited in the face of difficulties nor arrogant in victory,” The 
revolutionary soldier does not have the right to stop at feeling joy over 
victory, but must move forward to more complicated tasks and win larger 
victories; he must not be pessimistic or waver in the face of temporary 
defeats and difficulties; he must be brave ani courageous in overcoming 
¢'fficulties and challenges; he must be filled with confidence in ultim 
victory and must move steadily forward, 


Unity Between the Army and the People, Unity Between Cadres and Soldiers, 
International Unity 


Uncle Ho considered unity between the army and people to be the road to 
victory. He said: “The people are the foundation, the parents of the 
48 











army. Political officers must gain the trust, support and love of the 
people for troops... To accomplish this, troops must do everything possible 
to help the people, must enthusiastically fight the eneay,"(31) "You 

must flight the enemy for the sake of the people. However, you must not 
consider yourself to be the ‘savior’ of the people, rather, it is your 
responsibility to obey the people. All military personnel aust gain the 
trust, support and love of the people. You must behave in such a way that 
befor® you arrive, the people eagerly await yous when you arrive, the people 
help you; and when you go somewhere else, the people miss you. To accomplish 
this, troops must help the people, must love the people."(32) As regards: 
guerrillas, he taught: "You must always remenber: guerrillas are the fish, 
the people are the sea. To kill the enemy and win victory in battle, you 
must have the help of your compatriots in every way possible. In order for 
your compatriots to willingly help you, you aust help them, sust respect 
them. This is the road to victory. "( 33) 


In keeping with the teachings of Uncle Ho, our army considers closeness to 
the people, considers establishing a single will on the part of the army and 
the people to be the source of the extremely strong morele of our armed 
forces. This close relationship between the arm, and the people became 

the material strength that inspired and organized our army and people in 
recording imposing feats of arms in the August Revolution, in the wars of 
resistance against France and the United States and in the war to protect 
the fatherland against the Beijing expansionists. 


At present, although they are still encountering many difficulties in 

their everyday lives, our people always wholeheartedly care for the armed 
forces, endure deprivations so that troops are well fed and can win victory 
and stand ready to contribute manpower and materiel to the cause of protecting 
the fatherland. 


The people are the sacred object of the support of our army, the decisive 
force in the buildup and combat of our army and the source of our army's 
invincible strength. 


Remembering the teachings of Uncle Ho, we must devote our efforts to maintaining 
the unity between the army and the people and must work with the people to 
build the system of socialist collective ownership, maintain combat readiness, 
accelerate production, make the people prosperous and the country strong. 





In conjunction with always concerning himself with strengthening the blood 
ties between the people and the army, Uncle Ho was very concerned with 
establishing a new style relationship between the cadres and soldiers of the 
revolutionary army. 


In 1950, during the conference to review the border campaign, he directed: 
“Cadres must love the members of their units. They must care for and inquire 














about members of their units who are il) or disabled. The unit commander 
and political officer must be the brother or sister, the friend of the 
members of the unit. If they do not do this, they have not fulfilled their 
task, Only when cadres are as close to the members of their units as though 
they are their own hands and feet do the members of the unit become as close 
to cadres as they are to their own relatives, Only in this way are the 
directives, orders and plans of the upper echelon implemented in a positive 
and thorough manner by the members of the unit. It is necessary to praise 
soldiers who record achievements and promote cadres and unit members who 

are progressive, especially persons who have been in the army for many 


years , "( 34) 


Uncle Ho pointed out that the command cadres and leadership cadres within 
the army must consider themselves to be the servants of the people; their 
duty and responsibility are to implement the will of all the people. In the 
revolutionary army, there is never any class opposition; therefore, cadres 
must “be as close to the members of their units as though they are their 
own hands and feet in order for the members of the unit to be as close to 
cadres as they are to their own relatives.” No cadre, regardless of how 
outstanding his talents might be, regardless of how experienced he might 

be, can separate himself from the development of social life, from politics, 
from the nature of war or from the conditions needed to carry out the war, 
Deifying the personal talents and role played by the commander is incorrect 
and is harmful to the fighting strength of the army. 


In history, we have often seen that deifying the role of the leader has caused 
the masses to lose complete confidence in their own strength, caused the 
masses to become the obedient tool of the commander. In September 1951, 

at the National Supply Conference, Uncle Ho advised: "Ours is a democratic 
country am the highest position within it is occupied by the people, 

because the people are its master. In the revolutionary apparatus, everyone 
from the domestic servant and cook to the president has the task of being 

the servant of the people. This is the highest honor. If an achievement is 
recorded, both the president and the cook must share equally in the honor." 


Uncle Ho taught us a correct viewpoint concerning the role of the masses, 
the persons who create history; however, he did not diminish the role played 
by the commander. In 1951, at the Middle Level Political School of the 
Army, he said: “You, even those of you who are the commanders of large 
g@roups...are only the persons who formulate plans aud command battles. When 
in battle, the emplacement of mines and the destruction of bunkers are 
carried out by the members of your unit. If their thinking is firm, their 
politics is firm, their technical proficiency is high and their physical 
conditioning and health are good, victory will surely be won. On the other 
hand, if they are firm politically but lacking in military skills or if they 
are above average both politically and militarily but not in good physical 
shape, victory cannot be won, 











Therefore, cadres aust love and care for the members of their uni 

aust ineure that the members of Welr unite are well fed and well clothed, 

Ondy when cadres consider the seabers of their unite to ir 

feet do the members of their unite consider cadres to be their head and 

mind."( 95) “In addition, it te also necessary to teach sembers of the 

unit how to proselyte the people. Everything aust come from the 

Without the people, there are no troops. Cadres aust teach the sembers of 

their unite to respect the people, love the people, help the peo 

make toe sembers of thelr unite inte persons who propagandize the masses 

by means of actual work. They suet do what they tell others to do, aust, 
y 


- 


depending upon the cliroumstances, organize and trul 


must mot merely proselyte the people means of empty theory. To accomplish 
this, cadres must set the example."(36 


in Une relationship between cadres and soldiers, Uncle Ho pointed out the 
role played by the commander in closely uniting with the armed forces. I 
& revolutionary army, the commander must be obeyed and respected by the 
lower echelon not because he is the commander, but primarily because the 
work performed by him in the education, training and commanding of soldiers 
has been entrusted to him by the party and state in the interests of the 
people and the fatherland. 


The work of protecting and building the fatherland at this time is facing 
cadres with new problems regarding military science and art. The equipment, 
weapons and technical means of the army are gradually being modernized. 

The cadre must not only have a firm grasp of the various modes of warfare, 
but must aleo deeply understand the laws of development of society and the 
objective laws of war so that he can guide troops in acting in accordance 
with these laws. Army cadres aust make every effort to forge and improve 
their skilis and cultivate good virtues so that they can complete their 
task and set a good example for soldiers. 


International solidarity is part of the nature of our army and one of the 


very important factors in guaranteeing the victory of our country's 
revolution. 


As @n outetanding international communist fignter, Uncle Ho constantly gave 
his attention to teaching our army the proletarian international spirit. 


In & letter to units of ours that were helping a friendly army (3 April 1953), 
Jne.e “0 wrote: “This is the first time you have had such an important 


and giorioun task, the task of helping the troops and people of a friendly 
country. Helping a friendly country is the same as helping ourselves. 


in order to fulfill your combat aission, all of you, from the upper echelon 
to the lower echelon, must: 


Overcome every difficulty, emulate to kill the enemy and fight bravely there 
as weil as in our country; 











Display the international spirit, respect the sovereignty, the customs and 
habite, the people of that country; 


Abnolutely maintain the discipline and the good nase of the Vietnaa People's 
Army} 


All of you must be very highly determined, very steadfast in your efforts 
and win many victories."( 37) 


in keeping with the teaching of Uncle Ho, our army and people stood shoulder 
to shoulder with the peoples of Laos and Kaapuchea to fight the common enemy. 
The model, pure and consistent combat alliance among the peoples and the 
armies of the three countries on the basis of Marxism-Leninism and 
proletarian internationalism is a guarantee that each nation will win total 
victory in the work of building and protecting their fatherland. 


In the past as well as the present, our people and our army have always 
had the valuable and effective sympathy, support and assistance of the 
people and the army of the Soviet Union. In the new stage, our people and 
army are continuing to receive especially large and effective assistance 
from the Soviet Union in keeping with the spirit of the Vietnam-US55R 
Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation. 


In keeping with the teachings of Uncle Ho, our people and army are 
determined to dedicate their efforts to building and strengthening the 
friendship and solidarity with the peoples and armies of the Soviet Union 
and the other fraternal socialist countries. 


Our army has invincible strength because the party, Uncle Ho ami the people 
worked and have worked very hard to build, teach and support it. 


Much glory has come to the cadres and soldiers of the army as 4 result of 
fighting under Uncle Ho's banner of Determination To Win, Remembering the 
teachings of Uncle Ho, we promise to be forever worthy of the title 
“Troops of Uncle Ho” and always uphold the tradition of being “loyal to the 
country, filial to the people and ready to fight and die for the 
independence and freedom of the fatherland, for socialism and to complete 
every task, overcome every difficulty, win victory over every eneny.” 
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OUR PARTY, A CREATIVE MARAIST~-LANINIST PARTY 


Hanoi TAP GHI CONG SAN / COMMUNIST REVIBV 7 in Vietnamese No 5, May 1960 
pp 53-62, 67 


[article by Nguyen Due Binh 7 


{Text_] Under the leadership of our party, which ms founded and forged 
by the revered President Ho, our country's revolution has won extremely 
large victories over the past 50 years. 


The revolutionary undertaking of our people will continue to be long and 
filled with difficulties. However, the history 


: 
: 
: 
: 


and scientific nature, two basic characteristics which combine as one 
within Narxisa-Leniniess.” In other words, our party is a creative Marxist- 
Leninist party. Our party is creative because it is absolutely loyal 


In a reply to a foreign journalist on the occasion of the commemoration of 
the birth of Lenin and after repeating Lenin's appeal to 

of the Far Bast, President Ho Chi Minh said: “As for 

precisely because we have made an effort to apply the teachings of Lenin, 
apply them in a creative manner consistent with the realities of Vietnaa, 
that we have, as you know, fought and won tremendous victories. We have won 
these victories as a result of many factors, but it gust be emphasized that... 


they have primarily been the result of our use of an irreplaceable weapon, 
Marxise-Leninisa.” 


Confirming that Marxism-Leninisa is an “irreplaceable weapon,” our party 
has rejected every viewpoint that considers Marxisa-Leninisam to be outmoded, 











re jected every attempt to put Lenin inte opposition with Marx and rejected 
every scheme to “replace” Marxisa-Leniniam with another doctrine, such as 
the ideology of Mao Zedong, for example. The victory of the Viletanese 
revolution has helped to verify the immortal vitality of the solentific 
principles of Marxiam-Leninisa, principles that were drawn not from a 
epecial set of cliroumstances or the realities of a part, but from the 
entirety of the history of mankind, especially the entirety of the 
international worker movement. For this reason, so called "national 
Marxism” and “regional Marxism" do not exist. As an entity that cannot 

be cut into pieces, Marxism-Leninism is the compass guiding the revolutionary 
actions of all communist and worker parties of the world. Therefore, 

it is necessary to know how to use this compass in order to see the truth 
and correctly resolve problems in every set of circumstances of the 
revolution. 





The Vietnamese revolution has taken place under extremly complicated 
conditions. To complete the liberation of the nation, our people, under 
the leadership of the party, had to wage an arduous and fierce fight for 
45 continuous years (1930-1975); they had to use practically every fora, 
from the lowest to the highest, of the class struggle and the national 
struggle. The Vietnamese revolution had to contend with many powerful 
enemies and sometimes had to deal with very many enemies at the same tine. 
None of this is surprising. It is impossible to explain the long, arduous 
and complex nature of our country's revolution only in terms of such factors 
as geographical location, the attraction of our natural resources, etc. 
Deeper reasons aust be sought in the relationship between the nature and 
the objectives of the Vietnamese revolution and the class struggle taking 
place throughout the world in the present age. The basic objectives of 
the Vietnamese revolution-national independence, democracy and socialisa- 
are identical to the basic objectives of the three revolutionary currents 
of our times. The victory of the Vietnamese revolution has not only 
affected the partial and temporary interests of the imperialists and the 
reactionary powers, but also their basic and long-range interests. This 
victory has overturned their large-scale strategic calculations and 
thwarted the extremely ambitious plans of the imperialists and the 
expansionistse-hegemonists. Vietnam, therefore, has become the target of 
insane counter-attacks by the imperialists cliques and imperialist 
reactionaries, become one of the focal points of the major, historic 
conflicts between revolutionary powers, on one side, and the most 
reactionary powers in the world, on the other side. 


Our party began leading the national liberation revolution and the socialist 
revolution under the conditions of a colonial, semi-feudal, backward 
agricultural country whose working class was still small. Under these 
comlitions, it was not at all easy to resolve a host of basic problems, 

such as the nature, objective and course of the revolution, the right to 

lead the revolution, the moving force behind and method of the revolution and 











so forth in the late 1020's, even though many of these points have become 
very clear in the intervening years. There were no ready answers to these 
questions, Our party had to resolve these questions by fully grasping the 
substance of Marxism-Leniniam and applying Marxist-Leninist theory as the 
only selentific method for analysing 4 complex social entity, analysing 
economic, social and political conditions at home and abroad and finding 
the special course to be followed by our country's revolution. 


On this basis, the first political platform adopted by our party in 1930 
eotabi lished a correct strategic line and correctly resolved the important, 
presaing questions raised by history. The platform established the nature 
of the Vietnamese revolution as “a bourgeois, democratic revolution... that 
will bypass the capitalist stage of development and endeavor to advance 
directly to socialiaa."(1) On the basis of analysing the two fundamental 
antagonisas of Vietnamese society, the platform pointed out that the two 
etrategic tasks of resisting the imperialists and resisting the feudalists 
were closely linked together in the national democratic revolution. The 
platform especially stressed the following: “The proletariat and farmers 
are the two main moving forces; however, the revolution will only win 
victory when it is led by the proletariat."(2) This was the gost important 
of the various questions which our party correctly resolved from the very 
outeet. Moreover, it is on the basis of this most important issue that 
see how truly Marxist-Leninist, clearsighted and extremely accurate were the 
words spoken by Nguyen Ai Quoc, the great leader of our party, in 192} at 
the rostrum of the Peasant International. He said: “In the present age, 
the working class is the only class that has the historic mission of leading 
the revolution to final victory...by aligning iteelf with farmers.... All 
opportunist movements that seek to ingratiate themselves with farmers, that 
consider farmers to be the principal force, the only moving force behind the 
revolution, the only revolutionary corps, will only lead to adventurisa, 
extreme anarchy and to the betrayal of Leniniss.” Thus, we see that even 
during that early period, President Ho, who possessed special political 
insight, was signalling to the entire world that a major peril was in ite 
embryonic stage, that peril being the ideology of Mao Zedong. 


The basic matters regarding the line set forth in the 1930 Political Platfors 
of the party correctly reflected the laws of development of the Vietnamese 
revolution, and the history of the party over the past 50 years has been 
consistent with that line. The fact that our party resolved these questions 
at an early date proves that our party, from the very outset, has been 

a scientific and revolutionary party, @ party that is absolutely loyal to 
Marxism-Leninism and has the ability to creatively apply Marxicsa-Leninisa 

in order to chart the correct course. 





The most basic factor in the strategic line of the party is the coordination 
of national independence with socialism. The 4th National Congress of 
Delegates of the Party pointed out: "“Brandishing the banner of national 








independence and socialism, this is the Red threat running throughout the 
entire history of the Vietnamese revolution since the founding of the party, 
is the ever-victorious banner of the Vietnamese revolution.” This line 

had ite foundation in the famous national salvation line of the revered 
Uncle Hos “The only path for saving the country and liberating the mation 
is the path of the proletarian revolution.” The line of correctly 
coordinating national interests with the interests of the working class 
Clrrectly reflected the realities of Vietnam in the tmnd of development 

of our times. Therefore, it permitted the widest mobilisation of every 
patriotic force within the nation, enabled us to acquire the highest 
possible sympathy and support of all revolutionary and progressive mevements 
in the world and enabled us to lay a firm foundation for utilising every 
revolutionary method, every form of struggle and form a tremendous combined 
strength for advancing the revolution. As a result of adopting the 

correct revolutionary line at the very outset, the party defeated the 
various bourgeois, reformist, nationalist trends as well as petty bourgeois 
nationalist adventuriea, thereby making the newly established platform 
extremely interesting to the laboring masses, especially workers and farmers, 
and rapidly advancing the Vietnamese revolution to the 1930-1931 movement. 


The correctness of this initial fundamental line together with the scale 

and depth of the 1930-1931 movement caused scientific socialism to rapidly 
take root in Vietnam and, it can be said, to determine the inevitably 
victorious trend of development in all subsequent periods of history. This 
explains why, even though it was savagely terrorized, the revolutionary 
movement was very quickly restored (in 1933 and 1934) and a new movement 
arose in the years from 1936 to 1939. It can be said that every communist 
party in the world has experienced a period of “immaturity”; however, there 
are not very many parties that grew out of that period as quickly as our 
party did. History shows that by the period from 193% to 19399, the party 

was very mature politically, experienced in strategy and could be the 

master of every method of struggle, including legal struggle and parliamentary 
struggle, forms of struggle that seemingly could not be used in a colony. 

when World War II broke out, the party promptly reoriented its activities and, 
in actuality, began to prepare for a new revolutionary sovement that led 

to the 1945 August Revolution, a mvolution considered to be one of the 
creative models of the science and art of general uprisings. 


Thus, in only 15 years after it was established, our party had seized 
political power. This was also a rarity in history. The newly established 
people's democratic government immediately met with extremely serious 
challenges. in the face of numerous domestic ami foreign enemies and with 
the fate of the revolutionary government hanging on a thread, our party, 
headed by Pres'dent Ho, led the country through countless difficulties by 
means of an extremely wise political line that reflected rigid adherence 

to principles and strategic flexibility. At one time, we established 
detente with Chiang Kai-shek so that our hands could be free to deal with the 








French; at another time, we established temporary detente with France so 
that we could drive of! the Chiang Kai-shek army, wipe out the lackey 
reactionaries of Chiang, win time to strengthen our forces and prepare for 
a nationwide war of resistance against the French colonialist aggressors, 
whieh the party knew could not be avoided, “These extremely clearsighted 
measures have been recorded in the history of our country's revolution as 
an unparalleled model of the Leninist tactic of making use of the 
antagonisms within the ranks of the enemy and making concessions based on 
principles, "(3) 


The realities of guiding the revolutionary war in the two wars of resistance 
against France and the United States, especially in the war of resistance 
against the United States, further developed the politica) skills and the 
art of leading the revolution of our party as well as ite © (lity to adhere 
to Marxism-leninisa in terms of its revolutionary and cres © substance, 


In the face of enemies many times more powerful, we have still been able to 
see and create the conditions needed to implement an offensive strategy; 
although our strategy was offensive in nature, we knew how to cause the 
enemy to gradually de-escalate so that we coula gradually win victory over 
them; we were determined to accelerate the revolution while still making 
positive contributions to the maintenance of world peace; we fought the 
enemy with the strength of the entire country but we also knew how to 
limit and win victory over the enemy in the South, thereby insuring relative 
peace in the North so that we could carry out the socialist revolution; 

we coordinated the “three offensive thrusts,” the “three strategic areas,” 
coordinated offensives and uprisings, uprisings and of/ensives; we “did not 
butige one inch,” determined to become the masters in order to annihilate 
the enemy and annihilate the enemy in order to win and maintain the right 
of mastery, etc. A host of strategic guidelines (political, military and 
diplomatic) together with such methods and forms of fighting the eneny, 
what does all of this indicate? In short, the consistent nature of this 
line and these guidelines and methods is: the Marxist-Leninist dialectic, 
the dialectic of revolutionary creativity. 


In addition, it must be said: whereas our people's war of resistance 
against the United States for national salvation was carried out with the 
wholehearted, extremely large and valuable support and assistance of the 
USSR and the other fraternal socialist countries, of the people of China, 
of the international communist and worker movement and of progressive 
mankind, the traitorous clique within Chinese ruling circles, pursuing 

big country chauvinistic considerations and sinister schemes of expanionisna 
and hegemony, placed countless problems, complications and obstacles in 

our way which, in the interests of the survival of the nation, we could not 
reveal at that time. Now, together with clearly seeing the true face of 
Maoism, every person of integrity and conscience in the world understands 
why our party was able to firmly steer the ship of the Vietnamese revolution 
through that treacherous and perilous situation to the shore of victory. 











The key lies in the following: ours is 4@ party that possesses a firm 
Marxist-Leninist stand, a truly revolutionary party that flights to the end 
tor the supreme interests of the nation, of the working clase and, at the 
same time, for the international interests of the world revolutionary 
movement; this stand in the nature of a principle combined with political 
astuteness and vast experience imbued our party with wisdom, breadth of 
Vision and the alllity to flexible respond to and effectively overcome 
every obstacle in order to win victory for the revolution. 


Following the tasks of the national democratic revolution with all of their 
severity, arduousness and complexity, our party and our people had to deal 
with the difficulties and challenges of the socialist revolution and socialist 
construction. 


These difficulties primarily originate in the very nature of the socialist 
revolution iteelf, which is the most thorough of revolutions, is a great 
undertaking of construction and creativity unprecedented in the history 

of man. Lenin himself said this countless times, The realities of the more 
than 60 years of world socialism have also proven this very clearly. 
Socialist construction in our country has been even more difficult because 
we are starting from an agriculturally backward country and bypassing the 
stage of capitalist development. According to Lenin, if the revolution 
begins with relative ease, the more slowly a country is developing, the 
more difficulties it will encounter in advancing the revolution to its 
objective. 


In fact, in the countries that have experienced developed capitalism and, 

as a result, already have a heavy machine industry, the process of socialist 
construction has basic advantages in its favor (this is, of course, viewing 
the matter in a relative sense), Whereas in countries that have achieved 
an average level of development, such as Russia in 1917, for example, the 
matter in question is not a simple one, in the backward countries the 
socialist revolution and socialist coustruction encounter innumerable 
difficulties! As regards our country, a country that not only lacks a heavy 
machine industry, but is also suffering the aftereffects of colonialisa, 
both old and new, and 30 years of war and even today is in a situation in 
which peace exists but war could break out at any moment, these difficulties 
are truly unimaginable. 


How are we to advance to socialism in such a situation! How can we carry 
out the task of creating a system of large-scale, mechanized production, 

a task which, in historical terms, is the task of capitalism and which it 
took capitalism hundreds of years to carry out? How can we carry out this 
task in accordance with the principles and methods of socialism and carry it 
out in a very short amount of time compared to capitalism? 











Actually, as Marx said, "Mankind always establisnes tasks for itself that 

it can perform; because, when we examine it more carefully, we always see 
that the need for this task only arises when the material conditions needed 
to carry it out exist or, at the very least, are in the process of being 
formed."(4) Here, it is first of all necessary to mention an objective 
premise created by the times, the lack of which makes it basically impossible 
to advance to socialism without experiencing the capitalist stage of 
development. This premise is the existence and the assistance of the 

Soviet Union and the world socialist system. This assistance not only 

takes tne form of economic cooperation and mutual aid, but primarily 

involves political support and, when necessary, even military assistance 

to resist armed intervention and every scheme of imperialism to export 
counter-revolution. Socialist construction that bypasses the stage of 
capitalist development but is not closely linked to the Soviet Union and 

the world socialist system can be called any kind of “socialism” that one 
wants to call it, but it is absolutely cannot be called scientific socialisa. 
It is impossible to have scientific socialism that is in opposition with 

and hostile toward the socialism that exists in reality. 


The viewpoint and line of our party have always been the same: the party 
considers comprehensive close ties based on fraternal relatians with the 
Soviet Union and the world socialist system to be one of the basic 
guarantees that our country will advance directly to socialism without 
experiencing the capitalist stage of development. 


The line of our party is totally contrary to the position of pure and 
isolated self-reliance of a petty bourgeois, nationalist nature. At the 
same time, our party has always taught our cadres, party members and 
people to clearly realize that strengthening international cooperative 
relations is totally foreign to the thinking of relying upon others, waiting 
for others and depending upon the outside, even if they are our brothers. 
Socialist construction first requires a high degree of effort in the 
spirit of self-reliance on the part of the people of each country building 
socialism. Only on the basis of developing each potential of the people 
and the country as highly as possible is it possible to make the most 
effective use of international cooperation and assistance and, as a result, 
successfully build socialisa. 


Tne line of our party on the socialist revolution insures such development. 
Our party adopted this line on the basis of firmly adhering to the basic 
principles of Marxism-Leninism and the specific characteristics and 
conditions of our country; at the same time, the party gave its attention 
to studying the experiences of the fraternal countries. 


Our party maintains that the socialist revolution and socialist construction 
are governed by universal laws that apply to every country, regardless of 
its specific characteristics and level of development, laws that cannot be 
ignored in advancing to socialisa, 














On the other hand, our party also maintains that socialiom is, in terms of 
ite principal laws, international in nature; however, it is built and 
established within individual countries and each country, in addition to 

the general characteristics possessed by all countries, also possesses 

many special characteristics closely linked to its specific historic 
conditions and its traditions; therefore, if these specific characteristics 
and conditions are not taken into consideration, it is ultimately impossible 
to successfull, build socialism and the only result is that socialisa 

itself is harmed, 


The Vietnam Communist Party rejects the viewpoint of citing special 

national characteristics as a reason for rejecting universal laws; rather, 
when applying these universal laws, it has given full attention to 

national characteristics. Our party has acted on the basis of the following 
famous argument of Lenin: “All nations will advance to socialism, this 

is inevitable; however, not all nations will advance to socialism exactly 

the same way; each nation will incorporate its special characteristics in one 
form or another of the democratic system, in one type or another of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat and in one rate or another of the socialist 
transformation of the various aspects of social life. There could be nothing 
more impoverished in terms of theory nor anything more absurd in practice 
than to envision, for the sake of historical materialism, a future in 

which everything is the same dull gray in color."(5) This thinking of 

Lenin is an important basis of our party's line on the socialist revolution. 
In the socialist revolution as well as in the national democratic revolution, 
our party has maintained: “The victory of the revolution, creativity within 
the revolution are always the result of properly combining the universal 

with the special in applying the various objective laws."(6) 


The line on the socialist revolution set forth by the 4th National Congress 
of Delegates vividly reflects this viewpoint. Clearly, there is not one 
universal and basic principle of scientific socialism that has not been 
taken into consideration here; at the same time, these principles are more 
than merely abstract principles, rather, they are manifested in the form 
of a thorough understanding of the inherent, basic characteristics of 

our country, manifested as specific responses to the questions raised 

by the realities of Vietnam. 


Another significant aspect of the general line--which results from the 

fact that it is a line on carrying out a socialist revolution beginning 
from virtually no material-technical base whatsoever--is that it reflects 

a@ process of “building socialism from bottom to top,” “building both new 
production forces and new production relations,” “building both a new 
economic base and a new superstructure” and “building a new material life 

as well as a new spiritual life." In transformation and construction, 
attention has simultaneously been given to all basic areas (none has been 
given light attention) of the social economy; this, too, is a characteristic 








of the general line and is closely linked to the characteristic mentioned 
above, The objectives that have been set, & new systema new economy, 4 
new Culture and a new man, are essential and organic factors of the 
socialist socio-economic structure in our country, and, lacking any one 
of these factors, we cannot advance to socialism. Moreover, these factors 
create the conditions for one another's existence, without one, another 
cannot exist; they also have a reciprocal impact upon one another and, 
within this relationship, each factor is a cause and effect of another, 
These objectives are to be achieved by firmly maintaining the dictatorship 
of the proletariat, upholding the right of collective ownership of the 
laboring people and simultaneously carr 'ng out the three revolutions: 

the production relations revolution, t e i:cientific-technological 
revolution and the ideological and cu tu al revolution. These three 
revolutions cannot be carried out sep ~ ely, rather, they aust be 
closely linked, must have a reciproca pact upon one another and stimulate 
one another's development, Advancing Uy means of a combined strength, 
this can be said to be a special characteristic of the line on the 
development of the Vietnamese revolution, be it the national democratic 
revolution or the socialist revolution, 


However, while attaching importance to all of the different aspects of 
social life, the line of the party places special emphasis upon the 

most basic factor, the economy. This reflects a thorough understanding 

of the monistic viewpoint of historical materialism. On this basis, 
building the system of large-scale socialist production is, in the final 
analysis, considered to be the task of most decisive importance; “socialist 
industrialization is the central task," "the scientific-technological 
revolution occupies the key position"... In fact, without creating an 
economy based on large-scale production, all talk about socialism is 
nothing more than empty talk. Life has fully revealed this truth to us. 
The realities of building the new society have shown us that despite the 
positive impact of the different factors upon the superstructure, the 
economic factor still plays the decisive role in every aspect of social 
life. In the process of developing their theory, K. Marx and F, Engels 
pointed out at an early date: communist construction is, in essence, work 
of an economic nature. The founders of scientific communism stressed that 
a high level of development of production forces "is an absolutely necessary, 
practical premise (in successfully building communism-N.D.B.) because, without 
it, poverty becomer universal and, in conjunction with this deprivation, 

the struggle for necessary goods reoccurs and people will find it impossible 
to avoid falling into the old trash heap."(7) 


The line of our party is not only fundamentally opposed to every sort of 
utopian philosophy, to idealism and determinism, but also fundamentally 
opposed to “economic materialism" and metaphysical, mechanical materialisa, 
philosophies which absolutize the role played by the economy, which 
consider the economy to be everything. On the basis of the viewpoint that 











the new economy does not automatically or spontaneously give birth to a new 
culture, new man and new ideology, our party has pointed out: “The 
circumstances of our country both demand and permit that we begin to 
gradually mold the new man at an early date and not wait until we have 
achieved a high level of development of large-scale socialist production. "(8) 
Moreover, the new economy does not come into being by iteelr, Lt can only 
be the result of the work of building and creating this economy over 

many decades, work that is filled with hardships and difficulties and 
demands that the masses possess a high sense of awareness, the spirit of 
sacrifice, the spirit of bravery, determination, perseverence and heroism 
"on a daily basis"(Lenin); it demands proficiency, an increasingly high 
cultural level and increasingly deep knowledge of modern science and 
technology. The production of 1 ton of paddy, the construction of a canal, 
a factory, a section of road and so forth are the result of much sweat 

and socialist zeal, much knowledge and detailed thinking. Subjective factors 
play an extremely important role in every socialist revolution; they are 
of even more special importance under the harsh conditions that exist in 
the initial stage of our country's advance to socialism. Therefore, 

on the premise of affirming the decisive role of objective factors (the 
economy, material conditions, objective laws), our party has attached full 
importance to developing the positive role played by subjective factors. 


In this spirit, the resolution of the 4th National Congress of Delegates 
pointed out: “The conditions that are of most decisive importance in 
advancing the socialist revolution to total victory are establishing and 
constantly strengthening the dictatorship of the proletariat and implementing 
and constantly upholding the right of collective ownership of the laboring 
people." Experience has shown that wherever and whenever we create and 
firmly maintain these “conditions of foremost importance," every job is 
accelerated, very large achievements are recorded and all complex and 
difficult situations, even natural disasters and enemy attacks, are overcome, 
To the contrary, wherever and whenever these “conditions of foremost 
importance” are neglected or violated, all work, not only economic construction, 
but cultural and ideological work as well, encounters difficulties and this, 
in turn, causes countless complex problems. World experience has provided 

us with many such examples, 


Therefore, our party considers firmly maintaining the dictatorship of the 
proletariat and upholding the right of collective ownership of the laboring 
people to be matters of foremost importance. In essence, this involves 
building a structure of the system of socialist collective ownership of the 
laboring people under the leadership of the working class, a structure 
which is "1 million times more democratic than any system of bourgeois 
democracy,” a structure which insures that the party leads, the laboring 
people exercise ownership and the state manages. This structure is a 

basic guarantee, a primary moving force in successfully carrying out 
socialist transformation and socialist construction. 


6l, 








weilimul .arge-soaie production there basically oan be no socialism; without 
tne pew culture and few persone, there can be no soclalisa; without the systes 
of @6ilective ownerenip of the laboring people under the leadership of the 
worelnm Glass, it le even aore Lapossible to achieve soclalisa. Socialissa 

ra be bulll lo every aspect of life, gust reflect ite historically superior 
mature Compared to capitalism not only in the economic field, but also in 
the cultural and spiritual fields, in the entire style of life, in the 
ects wlenness of social relations and personal relations, This is the 
eseence of the objectives and the course for achieving the objectives set 
fort io tne general line of the 4th National Congress of Delegates of our 
party. 


Pitty years le bul @ short period of time in the 4,000 year history of our 
nation. Nowever, no other period in the history of our nation has been 

ae Pleh in great events as have the past 50 years! In no other period have 
we taken the remarkable historical strides forward that we have over the past 
half century! The changes brought about by the revolution in the life of 
our mation over the past 50 years have truly been tremendous. 


Onee ruled and partitioned, Vietnam became an independent, unified and 
socialist country. 


Onee neld in slavery, once oppressed and exploited, our people stood up and 
became the masters of society, the masters of their life and their testiny. 


ite mame once erased from the world map, our nation entered the ranks of 
the vanguard nations of our times. 


Truly, iife nas changed. in scientific terms, our nation has taken the 
ereat ieap forward from pre-history to genuine history. 


These revolutionary changes cannot be reversed. They are accomplished facts 
and nave been recorded in history as perpetual achievements. Of course, 
even with regard to these achievements, more than a few problems still 
exist. But, those things that the revolution has won are irrevocable, 


ne face many large and important tasks that have not been completed, many 
difficulties that must be overcome and many shorivomings and weaknesses that 
must be corrected, However, this is no reason not to take pride in the 
tremendous achievements recorded by the revolution! This is no reason to 
give attention to those who have no liking whatsoever for revolutionary 
changes and spout arguments distorting and discrediting thea! Nor is this 
any Teason tor us to lack vigilance in the face of the imperialist enemy 

and the Seiling reactionaries who, along with their lackeys, are scheming 

to strangie, annex and, at the very least, weaken our country through various 
pians, even the most malicious psychological warfare tricks, in a vain 


attempt to cause us to doubt, to waver, to lose all pride and confidence in 
the revolution. 














The revo.ution le moving forward, Our objective as well as subjective 
difficulties are in the nature of difficulties encountered in the process 

of growing. The words spoken by Lenin to Russian communists in 1920 are 

of contemporary value to us today: “In such 4 brand new undertaking with 
sueh difficulties and such greatness, it is lapossible to avoid shortoonings, 
mistakes and weaknesses, He who fears the difficulties in soolalist 
construction, he who allows these difficulties tw strike fear in his heart, 
he who falls into dispair or a state of shameful confusion le not a 
socialist. "(9) 


The basic situation facing us isi tne position and power of tne revolution 
have never been as strong a6 they are today. They are strong within our 
own country; they are strong in the close alilance, which has never beer 
closer, between the Vietnamese revolution and the revolutions of Lace and 
Kampuchea; they are strong in the constantly growing potential of the 
ereat socialist community, the pillar of which is the Soviet Union; tney 
are strong in the surging advance by the three revolutionary currents in 
the world despite the insane counter-attacks by imperial isa and the 
international reactionaries. 


we should not forget the achievements that have been recorded because of 
the difficulties and shortcomings we face. However, “the entire key to the 
problem lies in determinedly, clearly and correctly distinguiahing among 
achievements of our Russian revolution that are of significance to the 
history of the entire world, that which we are doing and working very hard 
to complete, that which has not yet been accomplished and that which 

must be done over many times. ”(10) 


This is the only correct, the truly revolutionary viewpoint. Only this 
viewpoint is consistent with the dialectic of objective development and 
only this viewpoint correctly reflects the spirit of self-criticism and 
criticism that is an inherent, special quality of the communist party, a 
truly revolutionary party that figiits wholeheartedly for the progress of 
society and the happiness of the people. 


On the basis of this viewpoint, our party has taken a long and hard look 
at the difficulties we face, bravely pointed out the shortcomings ani 
weaknesses that must be rapidiy corrected and set forth pressing tasks 
that must be performed in socialist construction as well as the protection 
of the fatherland with a view toward successfully implementing the general 
line set forth by the party's 4th National Congress of Delegates in a 
manner consistent with the special characteristics of our country's situation 
during this period. This is precisely the basic spirit emanating fros 
the resolutions of the 5th and 6th Party Plenums. Achieving the full, 
correct and effective implementation of these important resolutions is the 
center of attention of our entire party, all our people and our entire arny 
at this tine. 














"Living, oreative socialism is the undertaking of the masses themselves, "( 11) 
Ae @ oreative Marxist-Leninist party, our party ie always loyal to Marxisa- 
Veninica, It ereatively applies the principles of Marxism-Leninism and 
always considers the realities of the revolution to be the basis for 
formuiating, developing and constantly Laproving and conoretising ite 
revolutionary line, These are aleo the fundamental conditions insuring that 
the line of the party is always effective in life, 
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PRESIOBNT HO AND THB BTHNIC MINORITIES 


Hanoi TAP CHI GONG SAN / COMMUNIST ABVIBW 7 in Vietnamese No 5, May 1960 
pp 63-67 


[article by Lo Van Hac_7 


[text] Over the past several decades, the life and the destiny of the 
more than 50 ethnic minorities in our country have been bound through flesh 
and blood to the name and the revolutionary career of President Ho. 


As the most outstanding son of the great family of Vietnam, President Ho 
symbolized the essence of all nationalities. Every nationality, be it 

the ethnic majority or an ethnic minority, be it a nationality that lives 
in the mountains or the lowlanis, sees the most beautiful and best aspects 
of ite nationality in the personage of President Ho. 


Uncle Ho was the deeply revered father, the source of unshakeable confidence 
and the source of boundless hope of the various nationalities. The meritorious 
deeds of Uncle Ho are deeply ingrained in everyone ami have opread to the 

most remote areas of the countryside. 


As regards the ethnic minorities, President Ho always adhered to the same 
clear viewpoint: “Ours is a united country consisting of many nationalities. 
All nationalities living in Vietnam are equal in rights and obligations. 


The fraternal nationalities within our country are closely linked by blood, 
share a common territory and have experienced a long history of working ani 
struggling together to build a beautiful fatherland."(1) 


He appealed: “Ethnic Vietnamese and Tho, Mung and Man, Jarai and Ede, 
Sedang and Bahnar and the other ethnic minorities are children of Vietnam, 
are blood brothers. We live and die together, share joy and sorrow, help 
one another in times of plenty and in times of hunger... The rivers might 
run dry and the mountains might crumble, but our solidarity will never 
weaken. "( 2) 
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ie wae very concerned with developing the economy and culture in omer to 
laprove the lives of the compatriots in the mountains; in particular, he 
reminded cadres, troops and compatriots “to make every effort to help our 
compatriots in the highlands in every job we perform,"(3) The thinking of 
unity of the various nationalities on the basis of the principles of 
@quaiity and mutual help in order to achieve independence, freedom and 
happiness for all became the foundation of every nationalities policy 

of the party. Through the correct nationalities policy, Uncle Ho and our 
party ushered in 4 new era in the relations among the various nationalities 
in our Country. The fraternal nationalities have joined together to enhance 
the tradition of unity in struggle, created a remarkable strength, overcome 
every difficulty and won brilliant victories for our fatherland, 


with the correct line and policy, Unele Ho and our party became close to the 
various nationalities and, conversely, the nationalities grew close to the 
party and Uncle Ho. This fraternal closeness has not only been manifested 
in the line and policy of the party, but was also manifested in the 

actions of President Ho. Bvery nationality and every area visited by Uncle 
Ho has warm memories of hin. 


in hie Life of revolutionary activities filled with trials and tribulations, 
after wandering for several decades across all continents in search of the 
path of national salvation and after living the life of a great international 
soldier, the first place Uncle Ho stepped foot in when he returned to the 
fatherland to guide the revolutionary movement at home was an ethnic minority 
area. And, from the very first moment they met, a feeling of loyalty 

bound President Ho closely to the ethnic minorities and vice versa. In 

his many years of living in hiding and establishing tases to guide and 
participate in the revolution in many ethnic minority areas of the North, 
where ne “dressed and ate" the same as every mountain compatriot, Uncle Ho 
develuped a feeling of great sympathy and love for the compatriots of the 
ethnic minorities. After the day the North was totally liberated, having 
returned to Hanoi to live and work, Uncle Ho spent many years visiting all 

of the mountain provinces and revisiting the villages in which he once lived 
with compatriots of the various nationalities. And, until the final days 

of nis life, whenever he heard that a delegation of the people or a delegation 
of cadres from the ethnic minorities was visiting the capital, he received 
them warmly and had a commemorative photograph of the occasion taken. He 
then instructed that a copy of the photograph be sent to each member of the 
delegation. He often took the members of these delegations to visit his 
living quarters and work office. 


Like a good and kind mother, he attentively watched the progress of children; 
ne always had the ethnic minorities in his heart, especially the compatriots 
in the remote, wilderness highlands and the compatriots who still had to live 
under the boots of the aggressors. “When he was alive, Uncle Ho always 
closely observed each step forward of the revolution in the South. He 











thought about the compatriots of the Jouth and the Central Higniands day and 
night. Bven when old age had weakened him, he still suggested that a visit 
by him to the South be organized, even while the war of resistance was still 


in progress, "(4) 


A deeply revered leader, President Ho was also the beloved and close father 
of the ethnic minorities, Bvery nationality had a name by which they called 
him, a name reflecting both deep respect and love, He was Paac(*) Ho to the 
Tay and the Thai, Cong(**)Ho to the Nung, Pe (*)Ho to the Dao, Chi Lao(8)Ho 
to the Hmong(Meo), Avooc(*)Ho to the Bru Van Kieu, Awa(*)Ho to the Jaral and 
ide, Bok(*)Ho to the Bahnar and Sedang, Om(*)Ho to the Khmer and so forth. 
The several doven different nationalities had several dozen different names 
for him but every name had one point in common, that is, every nationality 
considered him to be the wisest, most beloved of their compatriots and 

every name reflected respect for Uncle Ho. 


In our people's 4,000 year history of building and defending the country 
there have been national heroes who have brandished the banner of resistance 
against foreign aggression, have rallied the masses around themselves, both 
the ethnic majority and the ethnic minorities from the lowlands to the 
mountainous jungles, and have molded them into a unified bloc fighting the 
common enemy, as a result of which imposing feats of arms have been recorded 
and aggressors have been driven from all corners of our country. However, 
this alliance usually did not last very long because, once an independent, 
sovereign country had been established and these heroes became emperors, 
they immediately isolated themselves and the laboring people of the 

various nationalities were subjected to many strata of oppression and 
exploitation. Uncle Ho, however, was totally different. During the years of 
his life, when he was “the old Nung with the blue shirt and bamboo walking 
stick"(Mr. K.) and “Uncle Thu” or “mountain man" in the mountainous jungles 
of Viet Bac as well as when he was president of the country in the capital 
Hanoi, the relationship between President Ho and the ethnic minorities was 
always close. It was a special, rare relationship, a relationship of utmost 
respect and love, a very natural and open relationship, a relationship that 
was totally foreign to blind worship. It can be said that Uncle Ho was 
devoted to the ethnic minorities, consequently, they were devoted to hin. 

In TruongHo Village, Ha Quang District, Cao Bang Province, where Pac Bo cave 
is located, on hearing the news that President Ho had died, all Tay and Nhung 
compatriots, every household automatically organized a funeral ceremony for 
him, the exact kind of ceremony held for the father or an elder of their 
family. In the memories and the sacred feelings of each person, Uncle Ho 

is held with boundless love and extreme closeness. 


in the thinking of the compatriots of the ethnic minorities, Uncle Ho and 
the party were one, Uncle Ho was the party, the party was Uncle Ho. Their 
trust in and love for Uncle Ho caused them to actively implement every 
position and policy of the party and government. Although they did not know 








mueh about theory, every one of them was deeply touched by the words of 
President Ho. “Il have but one desire, one ultimate desire, that our 

country be totally independent, our people be totally free and every compatriot 
be well fed, well clothed and educated,"(5) When he set forth the three 

taske of killing the enemy hunger, killing the enemy ignorance and killing 

the enemy aggressors, he reflected the deepest thoughts and aspirations, 

the long held dreams of the various nationalities, he became one with the 
various nationalities and nothing stood between Uncle Ho and them, This 

wae the foundation of the confidence that the various nationalities had 

in President Ho. 


Because they trusted ami loved Uncle Ho, because they respected Uncle Ho, 
the compatriots of the various ethnic ainorities trusted, loved and 
respected everything related to Uncle Ho, to the party, There was no 
greater honor than to be called “troops of Uncle Ho" or “cadres of Uncle 
Ho.” These titles were the passports that enabled us to permeate the 
masses of the various nationalities, light the flame of struggle and gain 
the participation of these compatriots in revolutionary activities, 


Because they trusted and loved Uncle Ho, trust ami love the party, the 
various nationalities have accepted every challenge and hardship, made 
sacrifices and been determined to fight under the banner of Uncle Ho. 
The compatriots of the Central Highlands still sing: 


"Uncle Ho, Uncle Ho! 

When they lack food, the people dig tubers, 

When they lack salt, they burn thatch and bamboo, 
When they lack clothing, they wear the bark of trees, 
But what shall they do without you!” 


The source of unshakeable confidence, Uncle Ho was also the source of 
boundless hope of every person, every family. “The gloom of the eneny 
aggressors is everywhere. In Viet Bac, however, there is the bright light 
of Uncle Ho."(6) During the darkest months and years of the struggle in 
the South, the countless bombings and shellings, the incalculable suffering 
and tragedies inflicted by the Americans and the puppets upon the various 
villages and nationalities could not extinguish this confidence and hope. 
Many families concealed a picture of Uncle Ho in a magazine or book and 
occasionally looked at it to strengthen their confidence and maintain their 
spirit of struggle, to give themselves hope because President Ho was the 
symbol of the party, the revolution, the fatherland, independence and 
freedom. Many persons endured prison and torturing but still would not 
give their picture of Uncle Ho to the enemy. Many persons were killed 
because they would not allow the enemy to offend the name and image of 
President Ho, When the enemy arrested and tortured him, the slain hero 
Vuu, @ member of the Bahnar ethnic minority in Gia Lai-Kontum Province, 
bared his chest to the enemy, told the enemy to fire and, pointing to his 
heart, exclaimed: "Uncle Ho lives in my heart!” 








Under tne old regimes, the various ethnic minorities shared the common fate 
of slaves who had lost their country, were victimes of the oppression and 
exploitation of the imperialists and feudaliste and were also the victims 
of countless poisons of devisiveness and hatred among the nationalities, 

At some places, widespread prejudice, suspicion and hatred led to acte of 
revenge and the repayment of blood debts, which were sometimes non-ending in 
mature, among the hamlets of the same village, among sectors of the sane 
nationality, between one nationality and another and within the same area, 
However, with the arrival of the party and Uncle Ho, the nationalities 
policy of the party and Uncle Ho deeply permeated the people of the various 
nationalities, washed away the poisons of devisiveness and national hatred 
that had existed for generations and built a relationship of Lnoreasingly 
close fraternal solidarity among the various nationalities. 


Under the diligent care of Uncle Ho, the tree of broad unity among the 
various nationalities bore fruit; the ethnic majority, the ethnic minorities, 
the persons in the lowlands as well as the persons living in the highlands 
within the great family of nationalities in Vietnam became truly united and 
began to love and help one another as blood brothers, thereby creating 

an invincible strength. The long held dream ui the vacious nationalities 

to be independent, free, well fed, well clothed and educated became reality 
in every area of our country. Compared to the period of time preceeding 

the August Revolution, this represents an unprecedented change in life; 

even though the material lives of the various nationalities are not 

without difficulties, everything else is exactly the way they want it to be. 
Uncle Ho understood what they wanted very clearly; therefore, before he 
departed from us, he advised: “Our laboring people in the lowlands as well 
as the mountains have endured hardships for generations, have been oppressed 
and exploited by the feudal and colonial regimes, have experienced many 
years of war... The party must adopt a very good plan for developing the 
economy and the culture in order to constantly improve the life of the 
people."(7) This truly conformed with reason and sentiment! 


It is not surprising that everything which the revolution has brought to 

the compatriots of the ethnic minorities is seen by them as part of the 
tremendous service performed by the party and Uncle Ho, Sitting with a 

full bowl of rice, a member of the Khmer nationality said: "My mother 

gave birth to me, but this bowl of rice came from Uncle Ho.” Due to their 
extreme poverty, the compatriots in the Central Highlands once had nothing 
but loincloths to wear; when they received cloth and clothing from the party 
and government, theysaid: "This is the clothing, this is the cloth Uncle 

Ho has given us." The compatriots in the highlands, who once lacked salt 
for years, shed tears when they received "Uncle Ho's salt,” Compatriots of 
the Dao and a number of other nationalities, who once faced the danger of 
extinction but now have a large younger generation, are very grateful to 
President Ho and the revolution for ending the problem of orphaned children. 
Having learned the Hmong language (Meo), which, according to legend, their 
forefathers had abandoned, the Hmong were very happy that the party gave them 








the “laneuage of Unele Ho." The name uncle or Uncle Ho has become 
uynonymous with every success in the struggle and with every vital right 
wor, for them by the party and the revolution. Every nationality has its 
own way of expressing ite gratitude and ite own way of evaluating what 

hw. been accomplished, Khmer compatriots compare the meritorious deeds of 
Jnecle Ho to be as great as the sea and the sky. The compatriots of the 
Centra jilentwerds, where row after row of mountainous jungles lie, compare 
the meritorious deeds of Uncle Ho to belng as numerous as trees in the 
jurgle. Every river, no matter how long it might be, eventually meets with 
the sea and every mountain, regardless of how high it might be, can be 
climbed by man, but the meritorious deeds of Uncle Ho can never be surpassed; 
therefore, the compatriots of the various nationalities in Tay Bac say: 
"ne meritorious deeds of Uncle Ho are higher than all the mountains placed 
one on top of another and longer than all the rivers linked end to end.” 

To commemorate the meritorious deeds of Uncle Ho and pass them down to 
succeeding generations, the compatriots of the Van Kieu nationality, who 
formerly used no last name, have, on their own, adopted the family name of 
Ho to serve as the common family name of their entire nationality. 


The meriotrious deeds of Uncle Ho have left a particularly deep imprint upon 
the compatriots of the ethnic minorities as well as upon each of us. The 
years and months will pass but the feeling of deep devotion and duty of 

the compatriots of the various nationalities to Uncle Ho and the party will 
last forever, 


Remenbering the tremendous service performed by the party and Uncle Ho, 

the compatriots of the ethnic minorities have tightened their ranks around 

the Party Central Committee and promised to carry out very well the teachings 
taught by Uncle Ho throughout his lifes unity, unity, broad unity) make 

every effort to develop the economy and culture and work together to become 
the masters in order to build and protect the socialist Vietnamese fatherland-- 
the fatherland and the great family of all the nationalities of our country. 
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HO CHIL MINH, THE PERSONIFICATION OF PROLETARIAN INTERNAT IONALISM 


Hanoi TAP CHI GONG SAN / COMMUNIST REVIEW 7 in Vietnamese No 5, May 1980 
pp 66-76 and 85 


{article by Hong Phuc and Thanh Le / 


{Text_/ “Throughout the world, they are of one family, 
The proletariat of the world are brothers.” 


Ho Chi Minh 


Ho Chi Minh left us with an extremely rich spiritual heritage, a heritage in 
which the deep tradition of proletarian internationalism is one of the most 
valuable assets. When revolutionaries of the world express deep admiration 
for Uncle Ho it is not only because he symbolized the tenacious struggle 

of Vietnam, but also because he was the symbol of the pure international 
proletarianism of the revolutionary forces of the modern world. When he 
passed away more than 10 years ago, we were very deeply moved by the words 
filled with praise for his work of international importance! Allow us to 
present several typical passages: 


"The name of Ho Chi Minh will forever be closely associated with the most 
noble actions and the most precious dreams of mankind to establish a truly 
fraternal community of the peoples of all countries, a community living in 
equality with all of its material and spiritual needs met, to achieve a world 
without war, without tyranny, poverty and discrimination. 


He was the father of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, the founder and 
leader of the Vietnam Lao Dong Party...and, at the same time, an international 
revolutionary activist who possessed the purest and noblest of souls."(1) 


Thrroughout his life, Ho Chi Minh was always the personification of the 
noblest and purest proletarian internationalisa. 








Part | 


In the preface to the book "Ho Chi Minh--Selected Writings and Speeches” 
published in Russian in 1959, President Ho set forth a truth which he himself 
verified in the course of his arduous and courageous struggle: “The only 
path for saving the country and liberating the nation is the path of the 
proletarian revolution."(2) There have been many articles written in our 
country on his perfect combination of proletarian internationalism and genuine 
patriotism, This combination was not merely the linking of these two 
elements, rather, in him, these two elements combined as one, so much so that 
it was difficult to discern one from the other. This combination of 
proletarian internationalism and genuine patriotism within Ho Chi Mir. had 

& single, unified basis: the stand of the proletariat. 


When he left his beloved country, which was engulfed in the darkness of 
Slavery, he took with himself a burning ambition: to find the path of 
national salvation. At that time, more than a few persons held this ambition. 
However, whereas they went in search of external strength with «nid to 
align themselves (as was the case of Phan Boi Chau, Phan Chu Trinh and so 
forth) while maintaining a skeletal frame of "pure' patriots, President Ho 

took a different direction. Rather than seeking strength with which to 
“align” he went in search of a correct course. And, it was his new social 
position, the position of a common worker, a position in which he voluntarily 
placed himself as soon as he left his fatherland, that led him to a truly 
important decision: to join the corps of the proletariat, a class of an 
international nature. At the outset, the patriot identified himself with the 
worker, The very elementary but also very fundamental truth he discovered 
was that wherever capitalism exists, there are also cruelty and inhumanity 
and the proletariat and the other strata of laboring people are being equally 
oppressed and exploited by capitalism (be they in the mother country or 

the colonies). This truth was person lly learned by him through his life as 
a common laborer in many different ca italist countries and through his 
direct experiences. It was patriotism combined with this realization that 
led him to deeply committing himself to Marxism-Leninism several years later 
when the Russian October Revolution broke out and “shook the planet,” 


His active participation in the French Social Party (the only party of the 
French working class at that time) showed the correctness of the course of 
struggle he had selected, And, when the French Social Party split in two, 
with the majority being loyal to the class interests of the proletariat and 
supporting the thoroughly revolutionary line of the Communist International, 
he immediately took the side of the majority in founding a new style party 

of the French proletariat: the French Communist Party. This was the first 
time in the history of the world revolution that a colonial subject had become 
one of the founders of a political party of the proletariat in the "mother 
country." French communists had a very high evaluation of this event. 
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when Ho Chi Minn took the side of the 3rd International and supported the 
majority at the Congress of Tours in 1920, he saids "It was patriotisn, 

not communism, that led me to believe in Lenin, to believe in the 3rd 
International."(3) However, this was a new brand of patriotism, a patriotism 
based on the viewpoint of the working class, a patriotism that was closely 
linked to or, more correctly stated, merged as one with proletarian 
internationalisa, Because, this patriotism found the line for liberating 
the fatherland within the line on liberating the working class, liberating 
mankind, that is, within the line on the proletarian revolution. 


When he read Lenin's "Theses on the National and Colonial Questions," his 
"joy knew no bounds.” He recalled; "Sitting alone in my room, I talked 

in a loud voice as though I were addressing the masses: martyrs and suffering 
compatriots! This is what we need, this is the path of our liberation! "(4) 

A number of western researchers used this as the basis for stating that the 
communism of Ho Chi Minh was a "national communism.” This is totally wrong! 
Lenin's “Theses on the National and Colonial Questions" was the stand for 
resolving the national and colonial questions in accordance with the 
principles of the proletariat and the international revolution, which the 
3rd International represented, In these theses, Lenin clearly stated: 

"The policy of the Communist International concerning the national and 
colonial questions must bring the proletariat and the laboring masses of 

all nations and all countries close together for the purpose of waging a 
common revolutionary struggle to overthrow landowners and the capitalist 
Class. Because, only this closeness can insure victory over capitalisn, 
without which we cannot abolish the oppression of nations and inequality."(5) 
This is how to resolve the national and colonial questions on the basis 

of proletarian internationalism, When he accepted these theses, Ho Chi Minh 
irrevocably selected the course of the proletarian revolution, selected 
proletarian internationalism, This was a major change in his stand compared 
to the eight demands he presented to the Versailles Feace Conference in 
1919, for example. Those demands were "very moderate in form and content, 
being directed only toward immediate reforms and minimum rights of freedom, "(6) 
Later, he himself said; “After spending time in observation and research, 

we came to see that ‘Wilsonism'(that is, the 14-point program presented by 
U.S, President Wilson at the Versailles Conference--HP and TL)was nothing 
more than a big piece of deception. Only by liberating the proletariat is 
it possible to literate the nation; these two liberations can only be the 
work of communism and of the world revolution. "(7) 


Thus, in the viewpoint of Ho Chi Minh, which was consistent with the viewpoint 
set forth in the theses of Lenin, the national question was an integral part 
of the world proletarian revolution. His combination of proletarian 
internationalism and genuine patriotism was established on the basis of the 
stand of the proletariat; and, as a result, this was no longer a simple form 
of combination, rather, the two merged as one to the point where they were 
inseparable. Thus, every argument about the label “nationalist communist,” 
which has been pinned on President Ho by some, is either groundless or 
prompted by sinister motives. 














Part Li 


Information on the political biography of Ho Chi Minh shows that immediately 
after he joined the ranks of the French Communist Party and the Communist 
International, he was assigned to work in the revolutionary movement of the 
French colonies. At the first congress of the French Communist Party, he 
requested that the congress formulate a colonial policy correctly based 

on the communist thinking of the party. In 1922, at his suggestion, the 
Colonial Research Department of the French Bureau of the Communist International 
was established, He worked tirelessly for the liberation of the colonial 
peoples, not only among them, but also among the revolutionary proletariat 

in the mother country. And, even here, his stand was very clear: it was 

the stand of an international communist. He struggled against the 
indifference on the part of the proletariat in the mother country regarding 
the colonies and struggled to overcome the lack of understanding of politics 
on the part of the natives in the colonies ("Several Thoughts on the Colonial 
Question,” L'HUMANITE Newspaper, France, 25 May 1922). He demanded that 

the communist party members and the revolutionary workers in France be 
concerned with the colonial question. "It is regrettable that a large number 
of soldiers still think that a colony is nothimg more than a region of 

sky, sand, a few green trees and persons with different color skins." 
Meanwhile, in “all of the colonies, in the old and rotten colony of Indochina 
as well as the brand new colony of Dahomey, people do not understand | 

what class struggle is, what the forces of the proletariat are... In the 
eyes of the natives in the colonies, Bolshevism--a term that is frequently 
used by the bourgeoisie and, as a result, has meaning--means: either 

the destruction of everything or liberation from the yoke of foreign 
domination, The first meaning given to this term causes the uneducated and 
timid masses to be indifferent toward us; the second meaning leads them to 
nationalism, "(8) 


This internationalist stand of President Ho was most clearly evident in 

the pages of the newspaper LE PARIA (THE OUTCAST) of the Cclonial League, 
of which he was one of the founders and the soul. In LE PANTA as well as 
in other publications of French revolutionary leftists and, later, of the 
Communist International press, he wrote scores of articles expressing a 
very far-reaching political philosophy, one reflecting very deep and accurate 
insight. Practically every country was discussed by him in articles rich 
in militant spirit, articles that sometimes reflected a sharp satirical 
style. However, his most significant writings were still the articles on 
the policy of oppressionand expJoitation of the colonies of the imperialist 
countries. He attentively followed the steps forward, although very small, 
by the revolutionary movement in the colonial and vassal countries. And, 
instead of only recording these steps forward, he also looked for every way, 
within the scope of his responsibility, to help advance the movement to a 
higher level of development. He offered heartfelt words of advice and 
encouragement concerning the pressing questions that had to be answered by 
the revolutionary movements of these countries. Take, for example, the 














lesue of We peasante of Gnina. In January 1926, in an article entitled 

“Sne Plight of the Peasante of China"(printed in the newspaper WORKERS'LIPB), 
after analysing We cropland and peasant situations of this country, he 
soneiuded; “Our Chinese comrades must wage a strong and urgent campaign to 
eduGate the maces, W ohow the masses their true strength, their rights 

and show thes that they are fully capable of implementing the slogan ‘all 
land to the tiller. '"(9) 


At wary Amportant fora, lio Chi Minh very cleacly presented the question of 
tne revolution in the colonies and vassal countries. On the basis of Lenin's 
argusent conoerning the alliance between the proletarian revolution in the 
capitalist countries and the national liberation revolution in the colonial 
and vassal countries, he frequently emphasized the concrete and effective 
activities of communists as regards the national liberation movement. He 
always viewed the revolution in the colonies from the position of a 
communiet and with a very high sense of responsibility. While participating 
Ln the debate at the 5th Congress (1924) of the Communist International, he 
aids “None of the work that has been performed by our parties(the communist 
parties lr western Burope-HP and TL) in this area has truly permeated the 
moses. /s for myself, as & person who was born and grew up in @ country 
that io now a colony of France and as a senber of the French Communist Party, 
| regret very much tne I must say that our Prench Communist Party has done 
very little for the colonies. "(10 


foday, we still know very little about the activities of Ho Chi Minh in 
this field, To be sure, they were rich activities and yielded important 
resulte, especially during the time he was active in the far Eastern Bureau 
of the Communist International, What gust be stressed here is that he 
possesoed a very clear sense with regard to teaching the working class and 
the laboring masses in the mother aountry and the colonies the spirit of 
renuine Loternationalion, as he nimself showed in his participatian in the 
fevbate at the congress mentioned above, 

in the 1920's, an actual alliance between the revolutionary movement in the 
mother countries and the national .iberation movement in the colonies ws 
gradually taking shape. A number of political activists of the national 
bourgeoisie in the rar Bast also saw the strength they needed in this 
A.ilanoe; nowever, with thelr class stand, they could not reach a thorough 
imerstandirg of this alliance. Ho Chi Minh conceived of this alliance as 


are of the overall question of tne proletarian revolution and the 
,ictatership of tne proletartat”( participation in the discussion at the 
,orveress of the Communist International), tnat is, ne viewed it on the 
ac i . the intvernationaiist stand of comunists. 
e, thi oneept of internationalion was not the least bit abstract. 
passec concrete actions designed to accelerate the liberation 
movement 02 ®acn COAOnNy am vasegal state. And, ac a result, it also 


encompassed the intensification of the struggle for liberation within his 








wt fatnerlands Vietnas, Therefore, it is not at all surprising to see 
that tne strom international activities of Ho Chi Mink in tne 1920's 
coincided with nic intense activities to iay the first foundations of tne 
revolutionary movement in Vietnam. This was not only based on patrictiaa, 
but also on the internationaliea of the proletariat, and, in actuality, 
these two factors were one and the same within Ho Chi Mink, ‘70 his, 
activities being conducted for the sake of national solidarity were always 
Closely linked to activities for international solidarity. He said; “The 
Mid-Bast and tne Far East, from Syria to Korea--we are only talkirg about 
tne colonies and semi-colonies--measure more than 15 alllion kilometers and 
have a population in excess of 1.2 blilion persons. Ali of these vast areas 
are under tne domination of capitalist imperialism, And, even though their 
numbers should give them strength, these oppressed nations still have not 
truly risen to liberate themselves because they do not understand the value 
of mational unity and international unity. They do not have interrational 
@sllances as the nations of Europe and North America do. They possess a 
tremendous strength and know nothing about it."(11) All of his activities 
during and after the 1920's had the purpose of developing the strength of 
the oppressed mations on the basis of national unity and international 
unity, on the tasic of this international alliance. 


Part ill 


Proietarian internationaiisa in the present age, which began with the great 
October Revolution, cannot be separated from flesh and blood closeness with 
tne Soviet Union, the first soclalist country in the world, and with the 
entire world socialist system. Bven in the “Theses on the liational and 
Golonial questions,” Lenin considered this to be “the central point.” He 
ofid: “As a result, we cannot simply recognize or declare that the working 
people of the various nations sust be close to one another, rather, it is 
necessary to pursue 4 policy of establishing the closest possible alliance 
of all national and colonial liberation movements with Soviet Russia”... 
“In the present international situation, the dependent ami small nations 
have no other course of salvation open to them than the course of aligning 
with the Soviet republics. "(12) 


it is difficult to describe the full depth of the warm and close feeling that 
Ho Chi Minh "aa for the October Revolution and tne USSR. He compared this 
revolution to “a ray of sunlight from the East shattering the darkness of 
the nignt’ and “a new ray of light in the history of man.” As regards 
/Letnan, he said: “lhe thunder of that revolution caused Vietnamese 
patriots to face the Soviet Union, accept the great theory of Marxisr- 
ieninisa and actually participate in the revolutionary struggle."(13) He 
o&« in that revolution a great international assemblage of the revolutionary 
forces of the times. by means of the Russian Revolution, as he wrote in the 
tid-1920's, “for the first time in history, the proletariat in the western 
countries that nave invaded anc occupied other countries and the proletariat 
ir. the countries in the East that nave been invaded and occupied joined hands 











ara looned topewmer for a way te effectively .truggie against capitalisna, 

tnelr common enemy, '\ Lven during the firet years of the soviet government, 
e caw in that revolution an lameasurable strength that could nelp hims 

“bven Sooueh Lt lo eneountering diffteulties at home and abroad, revolutionary 
‘ubcile “ae never once wavered in ite assistance to the oppressed nations that 
it awakened by seane of ite brave and victorious revolution, "(15) 


in the course of hie activities, Ho Gni Minn lived in the Soviet Union three 
times: 1923-1924, 1926-1929 and 1994-1935, iiie 6 years of working at 

tne Communiet International and studying at the Far Eastern Communist College 
and the University of Lenin left an indelible imprint upon the Soviet people 
onceerning thie close friend of theirs, Kobelev, the author of “Pages in 

tio Life’lthe Soviet Union, No 3, 1 Pebruary 1979), wrote very moving lines 
about “ne years and monthe he spent in the Joviet Union with very interesting 
detal.s on the period from 19) to 1936. He had arrived there after spending 
severa, years in prison and in hiding in Hong Kong and Macao. “The Far 
Eastern Branch of the Communist International weloomed Nguyen Ai Quoc as 

a hero... Now, in Moscow, he was a living witness from the Far Bast of 

the strength of international solidarity.” 


vurong those years and months, he lived in the Soviet Union as a true Soviet. 
ve lived in Moscow “sharing the interests, tne enthusiasm and the hopes of 

the Soviet people... It was truly surprising how, with an enthusiasm normally 
fouxi in youths, comrade Linov (Linov was the alias use! by him while in 
Moscow), although he was many years older than the othe. Vietnamese, actively 
participated in the Saturdays of communist labor, expressed joy over the 
achievements in labor of the Soviet people and was moved by the tragic 


eve: , ‘* tw y sed 
Ne . »* a .* . 


Even nere, in Moscow, Ho Chi Minn lived and worked entirely as an 
intermationalict: he lived not as a guest, but as a person who truly 
participated in the very difficult work of socialist opastruction. 


And, thoughout the subsequent stages of his activities, Ho Chi Minh was 

always Closely linked to tne Soviet Union by the same warm and full feeling 
internationalism ne felt when he first arrived in that courtry. He 

Ways Clog@.y .inxedc tne Orilllant prospects of tne Vietnasese revolution to 

the inc®t@asingly large achievements of the Joviet Union in he course of 

communist construction. 


nO Gh Minh was 4 great proletariar international soldier whe: he was a 
person who hae iost his country as well as when he was the lesier of a 
ovate, Of & party in political power. The history of the worli revolution 
“AS Ghown that there are persons who orly support “proletarian inter- 
maticnalism’ when they are not in power in their country; however, wher 
they Go scelsze power, they turn their backs on it and fall inte the quagmire 








of the @oet narsiul Kifds Of nationailem,. Jo nese persons, proletaria: 
internationalios in nothing more than & geane for them to achieve a narrow 
Ov jective, and once this objective has been achieved, they cast proletarian 
internationiliom aside without regret ani reveal tnempelves to be disciples 
Of bourg@ole or petty bourgeois nationalion, for nearly one-quarter century, 
from the time of tne victory of the August Hevolution and the founding of 
the Vemoocratic Hepublic of Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh constantly taught proletarian 
internationAliom to our entine party and all our people. The purpose in 
doing so was not at all to “acquire” favorable external conditions for our 
fationa, liberation struggle, rather, it was consistent with the viewpoint 
that vietnam ie a part of the world revolution, 


hiore than anyone else, Ho Chi Minh clearly recognized that without the 

Support and assistance of the forces of the world revolution, primarily 

the world socialist system, the international worker movement and the 
international liberation movement, it is impossible to win victory over 
enemies that are many times stronger than us in terms of materiel and 

weapons. At the same time, he placed heavy emphasis upon the international 
obligation of our party and people of winning victory over the enemy in 

our fatherland and, as a result, helping to stimulate the common revolutionary 
etrugele of the people of the world for peace, national independence, 
democracy and socialisa. 


He always stressed the relationship between our people's resistance against 
the French colonialists and resistance against the United States for 
national salvation and the anti-war movements as well as the democratic 
movements of the people of France and the people of the United States. By 
means of his words and actions, he stimulated the formation of a tight 
alliance between our people and the peoples of the countries whose rulers 
were wagirg 4 war of aggression against our country. As soon as the 

French colonialiste opened fire in a vain attempt to occupy our country 
onmee again, he wrote the following moving words to the people of France: 

“de do mot hate or feel any hostility whatsoever toward the French people. 
10 the contrary, we admire this great nation for being the first to widely 
preach the thinking of liberty, equality and fraternity and for making 

very many contributions to culture, science and civiligation."(16) And, 

in the same spirit, he frequently told the American people the entire truth 
about tne fight being waged by our people, about our attitude toward a 
country that nad given birth to great men in the history of the world, a 
country that wrove the immortal Declaration of Independence of 1776, excerpts 
from which were used by Ho Chi Minh himself in our country’s Declaration of 
independence: “All men are created equal. They are endowed by their 
creator with certain inalienable rights, among them being life, liberty and 
the persuit of happiness.” Some foreign scholars cite the above ac examples 
of the strategic genius of Ho Chi Minh, considering them to be clever tricks 
of his designed to divide the ranks of the enemy. This is nothing more than 
shallow deduction. To a great internationalist such as Ho Chi Minh, this was 








OL a olPrategy, not a trick, . wae & Manifestation of tne thorough 
proletarian international stand of the working claus, a stand which considers 
the peopies of the countries committing aggression and the people of our 
country vo be standing shoulder to shoulder on a common anti-imperialist 
iront. And, for thie Peason, he considered the victories of the two wars 

Of resletance against France and the United Utates to not only be victories 
of our people, but aleo victories of the people of France, the people of 

tne ... ted States and the people of the world, Through these victories, 

tne imperialtots would not only be driven from their colonies, but their 
atronghold, the “mother countries," would also be strongly shaken. 


Under the special conditions created by history, Ho Chi Minh attached full 
importance to the flesh and blood relationship of the people of Vietnam with 
the peoples of Laos and Kampuchea, In the modern history of the world 
revolution, it is indeed rare to see the revolutionary struggles of the 
peopies of several countries occurring in such a close relationship that 
they are united as one, as has been the case with the peoples of the three 
countries of Indochina, Here, it is impossible to talk about the national 
sovereignty of one country if the national sovereignty of the other two 
countries is not guaranteed, This is absolutely not because of a desire 

to establish an “Indochinese federation” under the control of Vietnan, 

as our enemies falsely accuse us of wanting to do. This is the inevitable 
requirement of a special set of historic circumstances that has closely 
linked tne destinies of tne three countries of Indochina together, However, 
nis does mot mean that the Vietnamese have carried out the revolution on 
behalf of the peoples of Laos and Kampuchea. None other than Ho Chi Minh 
and our party appropriately stressed the independent nature of the 
revolutionary movement of each country within the common alliance of the 
three countries. He considered helping the Lao and Kampuchean revolutions 
to be the lmmediate international obligation of our people. In the 
Political Report at the 2nd Congress of the Party, he saids “We are waging 
a war of resistance as are our friends in Kampuchea and Laos, The French 
colenialiets and tne U.S. interventionists are our enemy and the enemy of 
the people's of Kampuchea and Laos. Therefore, we must make every effort to 
~elp our brothers in Laos ami Kampuchea, to assist the Lao and Kampuchean 
wars of resistance."(17) Aid to the Lao and Kampuchean revolutions reflected 
the unity betweer our people's national task and their international 
obligation. It also expressed the pure feeling of friendship of our people 
for the peoples of these two countries. This obligation and feeling are 
expressed in the worts spoken from the bottom of our people‘s hearts: 

‘oplit even the last kernel of rice into three pieces.” And, because it is 
no longer a secret, we can state that, for the sake of this feeling and 
obligation, many belovec sons of our people gave their lives for the victory 


Mo and ,ampuchean revolutions, for the common victory of the revolutions 
of tne three countries. 








rart + 


The great lesson in proletarian internationalism is one of the most 
valuable lessons taught to us by Ho Chi Minh. We are proud of him: in 
his 60 years of revolutionary activities, he immersed himself in the great 
revolutionary currents of our times, 


Joday, when talking about the strength of our times, we frequently talk about 
the three revolutionary currents, It is these three revolutionary currents, 
the center of which is the world socialist system, that are gradually 
defeating the sinister reactionary powers in the world, 


As @ person who had lost his country, as a person who struggled throughout 
hie life for the liberation of his people and all other colonial peoples, 
Ho Chi Minh was one of the representative soldiers of the national 
liberation movement in our times, Houari Boumediene, the former president 
of the Algerian Revolutionary Council, considered him to be "the person 
who started the struggle of the peoples of the countries of the third 
world to liberate themselves from the yoke of oppression of colonialism 
and imperialism," 


He fully represented the alliance between the national liberation movement 
and the revolution in the capitalist countries, in which he himself was once 
a soldier, He ». a communist soldier fighting in the ranks of a large, 
strong communist ,arty in western Europe and undertook tasks for the 
Communist International at other centers of the international worker 
movement. The Italian Communist Party evaluated his activities in this 
regard ac follows: “From his younger years in Burope, where he participated 
in the birth of the revolutionary movement of the European working class 

to the years during which ne led the two remarkable wars of national 
liberation and became the leader of the Democratic Republic of Vietnan, 

Ho Chi Minh set for us the example of a communist leader, of a great 
revolutionary...” 


He was also a fighter who represented world socialism through his extremely 
Close relationship with the USSR, the first socialist country in the world, 
and the other fraternal countries within the world socialist system and 
through his activities of decisive importance in the birth and growth of 
socialist Vietnam in Southeast Asia. 


clearly, Ho Chi Minh was one of the representative fighters of the three 
revolutionary currents, from the time these three currents first began to 
form until they became the forces determining the development of the modern 
world. And, this was only because he was a great proletarian international 
soldier. 


Throughout nis life of activities, ic Uni Minh was always loyal to the 
proletarian international thinking of Marxism-Leninism. Nearly one-quarter 








century a@o, in an article entitled “Strengthening and Developing the Unity 
of Marxiut-Leninist Parties"(August 1956), he wrote: "In the present 
international oltuation, national characteristics and the special conditions 
in @ach country are inereasingly becoming an iaportant factor in the 
formuiation of the polley of each communist party and each worker party. 

At tne came time, Marxism-Leninism continues to be the unshakeable foundation 
of the common struggle of all these parties and exchanging experiences 
concec ing this struggle continues to have the same significance because 

the questions facing one party or another absolutely are not the ‘private 
work’ of each party, but are closely related to the entire international 
proletariat, 


ine Vietnamese, for example, must adopt their own methods and measures in 
the otruggle against the schemes of the U.S. imperialists and the government 
in South Vietnam to perpetually divide our country and even in the struggle 
to make a gradual transition to socialism, and the need for this is 
pertectiy clear; at the same time, however, our party must also understand 
that we cannot limit our present or future activities to the framework of 
our nation alone, that these activities are linked to the common struggle 
of the world for progress, that the true solidarity of the socialist camp 
and of the peace and justice-loving nations of the world with us must not 
ve less than it was before as the Vietnamese carry out the war of 
resistance for national salvation, "(18) 


These words retain their original ideological and practical value in the 
circumstances surrounding our revolutionary struggle at this time. 


FOOTNOTES 


1. Excerpt from cablegram to our Party Central Committee from the National 
Sommittee of the U.S. Communist Party on 5 September 1969. 


io Chi Minh: “Tuyen tap"/ Selected works _/, Su That Publishing House, 
Hanol, 19¢ “» P 70° ‘ 


» wenins “Selected Works,” Su That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1959, Book II, 
Part Ii, p 426. 


‘NWhung su kien lich su vang"/ Events in the History of the Party /, Su 
ites t i iblisning nouse, Hanoi, ig’e ; Voiune I ] 7 21. 











9. Ibid., p Je. 

10. Ilbid., pW, 

li. Ibid., p lel. 

12. Lenin: “Complete Works,” Su That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1959, 
Book Il, Part Il, pp 426 and 432. 
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14, Ibid., p 179. 
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16. Ibid., p 217. 
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RESEARCH; THE NAMES USED BY PRESIDENT HO CHI MINH AND HIS GREAT JOURNEY 


Hanoi TAP CHI GONG SAN / COMMUNIST REVIEW_7 in Vietnamese No 5, May 1980 
pp 77-5 


[ Article by The Tap and Thanh Nam_/ 


[ Text_/ In the course of his revolutionary activities, President Ho Chi 

Minn used many different names and many different pen names. Nguyen Tat 

inanh, Nguyen Ai quoc, Ho Chi Minh and so forth, these names have become 
symbols of genuine patriotism combined with noble proletarian internationalism; 
they have become closely associated with the international communist and 
worker movement and the national liberation movement; and they mark stages 

in the history of the Vietnamese revolution. His names and his revolutionary 
undertaking shall live forever and are deeply ingrained in the hearts of 

our people and the people of the world. 


we have yet to fully research all the names used by President Ho Chi Minh 
and the great Journey he took in the course of his revolutionary activities. 
This work must be continued for a long time to come. In the course of our 
research, we have gathered some of the pen names and names(1) which President 
Ho used in nis life of extremely intense and rich revolutionary activities 


and something about the great journey he took through the various stages of 
nistory. 


rresident Ho Chi Minh was born on 19 May 1090 in Hoang Tru Hamlet (the 
birthplace of his maternal grandfather), Kim wien Village, Nam Dan District, 


Nghe “inh Province. His father's birthplace was Kim Lien Hamlet, which is 
aiso in Kim Lien Village. 


snen ne was born, his father and mother gave him the name Nguyen Sinh Cung. 
in the local language, he was called Nguyen Sinh Coong. 


In 1y0i, ne assumed the name Nguyen Tat Thanh. 


in early 1911, ne left his studies in Hue and went to Phan Thiet to teach 
and study at the Duc Thanh School. Shortly thereafter, he left and went to 





Jaigon. ihere, he earned his living as a corvee laborer and prepared to 
gO in search of the path of national salvation. 


On the afternoon of 2 June 1911, he went to the Nha Rong pier in Saigon and 
boarded the snip Admiral Latouche Treville of the United French Transport 
Company, asxing for work. The captain agreed to hire hin. 


On 3 June 1911, using the name Ba (because he was the third child born to 
the family), he began working on the ship. The salary roster carried his 
name as Van Ba. 


sometime on the 4th or Sth of June 1911, the ship weighed anchor, That day, 
Saigon bid farewell to him as he left in search of the course of national 
salvation, 


On & June 1911, the ship took him to Singapore; on 14 June, to Colombo; on 
30 June, to Port Said, 


Throughout his journey at sea, he had to work at countless menial jobs, such 
as boiler attendant, kitchen helper and so forth. 


On 6 July, the ship docked at the Darang pier in the port of Marseilles (France); 
on 15 July, the ship took him to Le Havre (France), There, the ship had to 

stop for repairs. Going ashore, he walked to Saint Andress, a town near the 
port of Le Havre, where he worked as gardener for the family of the captain 

of the Admiral Latouche Treville. 


In late 1912, he returned to work on a freighter of the Five Star Company on 
a trip around Africa. In Africa, he passed through the countries of Algeria, 
Tunisia, Senagal, Guinea and Dahomey(now called Benin). On 12 September 1969, 
COMBAT Newspaper of the Congo, which is published in French, reported that 

in early 1913, he visited many places in the Congo, including Pointe Noire 

in the central Congo, which later became the Congo Republic (Brazzaville). 

He travelled from the Mediterranean through the Suez Canal and Red Sea to 

the Indian Ocean and then the Atlantic Ocean. 


in late 1913, he crossed the Atlantic Ocean to the United States. There, 

he stopped for awhile in New York and worked for hire in Brooklyn and Soston, 
During a reception for an American peace delegation visiting Vietnam in 

1961, he told Mr. Robert William, a representative of American blacks, and 
his wife Mabel, that while in New York, he once visited Harlem and attended 
a meeting of blacks, On 4 September 1/69, the newspaper PARIS DAILY reported 
that he also visited the southern Laiited States, stopping in San Francisco, 
a port city of California, 


After his journey to the United States, he returned to France. 


In early 1914, ne left France foi Great Britain and remained there unitl 
late 1917. While in Great Britain, he continued to use the name Nguyen Tat 


~ 








Thanh and onee used the name Van Ba, However, in a number of letters sent 

by him to Phan Chu Trinn, he signed them Cuong Diet Tat Thanh (Cuong Diet 
means “your loving nephew"), During the days he lived in Great Britain he 
was & manual worker in Liverpool, a seaport in northern Great Britain, 
sheveled snow for a school, removed mud from the subways and tended a furnace 
ana worked in a hotel in London. He joined the Overseas workers Union and 
Supported the patriotic struggle of the people of lreland, 


On 3 sebruary 1917, he left Great Britain and returned to France with the 
intention of becoming directly active in the overseas Vietnamese movement 
and the French worker movement. In France, he eeked out a living at a 
variety of trades; touching up and enlarging photographs, painting doors, 
drawing posters, painting for a “Chinese art objects" shop and so forth. 


In 1916, he joined the French Social Party and reorganized the Association of 
Vietnamese Patriots in order to propagandize and awaken overseas Vietnanese 
in France, 


In 1919, on behalf of Vietnamese patriots in France, he, taking the name 
Nguyen AL Qguoc, sent to the Versailles Conference in France the “Petition of 
the Vietnamese," which consisted of 8 points demanding that the French 
government recognize the rights of freedom, democracy and equality of the 
Vietnamese. Nguyen Ai Quoc, a name that reflected his ardent and genuine 
patriotism, had appeared for the first time. 


Hie read Lenin's “Theses on the National and Colonial Questions” with great 
interest. He believed in Lenin and supported the Russian October Revolution; 
he enthusiastically participated in the debate at the 18th Congress of the 
French Social Party held in Tours (December 1920), voted to join the 

jrd International and became one of the founders of the French Communist 
Party. He helped to found the Colonial League (1921) and published the 
newspaper LE PARIA (THE OUTCAST) in 1922. He wrote numerous articles for 
this newspaper, for L'HUMANITE, the central organ of the French Communist 
Party, tor WORKERS LIFE, the central organ of the French Federation 

of Labor Unions and so forth and wrote the famous book "French Colonialization 
on Trial.” This work and practically all of his writings during this 

period of time core the signature Nguyen Ai Quoc. 


In May 1923, he left France and went to Germany. 


On 30 June 1923, bearing a passport under the name Tran Vuong (Chan Wang), 
ne travelled from Berlin, Germany to the Soviet Union for the purpose 

of gaining an understanding of the birthplace of the October Revolution and 
meeting Lenin. sith the help of French and German workers, he made his 
aay through the encirclement by the imperialist countries to Petrograd 
(now Leningrad) in July 1923. This was the first time he visited the 
nomeland of the October Revolution. It was one of the most memorable days 
in his life of revolutionary activities, After spending about 1 month in 











Petrograd, ne travelled to Moscow, the capital of the first socialist 
country in the world, lin Moscow, he was very disappointed that he was 
unable to meet Lenin, because Lenin was seriously 111 at the time. 


while waiting for the 5th Congress of the Communist International, he 

otudied tne Soviet system and the party building experiences of the Soviet 
Communist Party(b). Taking the name Nguyen Ai Quoc, he participated in 

the lot Congress of the Peasant International neld from 12 to 15 October 1923 
and was elected by the congress to the Presidium of the Central Committee 

of the Peasant International. One document reports that, at this congress, 
in addition to Nguyen Ai Quoc, he also used the name Song Man Tcho. 


On 21 January 1924, Lenin passed away, With the utmost respect and love and 
feeling deeply saddened over the loss of Lenin, he paid his final respects 

to Lenin and wrote many articles on the thinking ami career of Lenin in 

PRAVDA (27 January 1924), LE PARIA (27 July 1924), RED JOURNAL (February 1925), 
BAKINSKI WORKER (Number 16, 1925), THE WHISTLE (21 January 1926), etc, All 

of these articles were signed Nguyen Ai Quoc. 


From 17 June to © July 1924, Nguyen Ai Quoc participated in the 5th Congress 
of the Communist International in Moscow, He was elected as a member of 

the Standing Committee of the Far Eastern Bureau of the Central Committee of 
the Communist International. Following the 5th Congress of the Communist 
International, he participated in the following international conferences: 
the Red Peasant International, the Women's International, the Youth 
International and the International Red Aid. 


In late 1924, he went to Canton, China. 


When he arrived in Canton, he had to sell newspapers and cigarettes to earn 

a living and support his revolutionary activities. There, he often used the 
name Ly Thuy; Vuong... (One document states that, in 1924, he also used 

the alias Nguyen Hai Khach), As a correspondent for the Rosta News Agency 

of the USSR, which was stationed in Canton at the time, he sometimes wrote 
reports for the Central Committee of the Peasant International, giving his 

name and address as: “Lou, Rosta or Lee, Rosta." In articles written for 

the CANTON Journal, he used the pen names: Vuong Son Nhi, Truong Nhuoc Trung... 
On 9 April 1925, in reply to a letter and harsh criticism of the so called 
“revolution” by Nguyen Thuong Huyen, he signed his name L.T. 


A dook written by an Englishman states that during his stay in Canton, 
ne also used the alias Vuong Dat Nhan (Wang Ta Gien) in his activities and 
communications with foreigners. 


in nis activities in Canton, Nguyen Ai Quoc built the revolutionary movement 
in the countries of Southeast Asia i ~-eeping with his assignment from the 
far bastern Bureau of the Communist Invernational and organized and led the 
peasant movement in many Asian countries, including China, in keeping with the 








task entrusted to him by the rresidium of the Central Committee of the 
beauant International on 31 July 1925, 


He also participated in the founding of the League of Oppressed Asian Nations 
and regularly maintained contact with the Secretariat of the Pan-Pacific 
workers’ Union, the Anti-Imperialist Federation for Independence and Freedon, 
etc, 


AS regards the Vietnamese revolution, he opened a political training school 
to train cadres for the ‘Letnamese revolution, founded the Association of 
Vietnamese Revolutionary Youth, wrote the book "The Revolutionary Road," 
organized the publishing of the weekly newspaper YOUTH and so forth in 
order to accelerate the preparations for the founding of a political party 
of the working class in Vietnan, 


Practically all of the reports, letters and documents sent by him to the 
Central Committee of the Communist International and the Central Committee 
of the Peasant International on his responsibilities and work were signed 
Nguyen Ai quoc. However, there were some reports that were signed Nilobsky 
or Nilobsky (N.A.K.); some reports were signed Nguyen Ai Quoc, address: 
Nilobsky...Canton. In addition, one report on the worker and peasant 
conference in China dated 2 May 1925, Canton, was signed Howang T.S. 


In April 1927, after the betrayal by Chiang Kai-shek in Canton and considering 
it impossible to continue to conduct activities there, he and Borodin 
travelled to Hankow, then to Hong Kong and finally to Shanghai. In May 1927, 
ne left China for the Soviet Union. This was the second time he visited 

the soviet Union. 


After working for awhile in Moscow and in keeping with a decision by the 
Communist International, he went to Berlin, Germany to assist in the founding 
of the Anti-Imperialist League in Germany and, on that occasion, he studied 
the Cerman language some more. 


In a letter to the Central Committee of the Peasant International on material 
that had been written concerning the Chinese peasant movement, which was dated 
Berlin, 3 February 1928, he used the address: “Louis...Berlin." Later, he 
travelled from Berlin with Num-dun-be/ Vietnamese phonetics 7 of the German 
communist Party to Brussels, Belgium to attend the International Anti- 
imperialist Congress at Et-mong / Vietnamese phonetics / Palace. Near the 
palace was the Ve-gie-ta-rieng J tieteane phonetics |’, the place where 

ne iived an arduous life during his days in Belgium and the place where he 


wrote a volume of books denouncing colonialism in the Congo, books that 
were read by many Belgians. 


shortly aiter the Anti-Imperialist International Congress closed, he left 
Selgium and travelled to Switzerland, Italy and Celon (now Sri Lanka) and 
then secretly returned to France. 








In tne autumn of 1925, he boarded a ship travelling from France to clan, 

(now Thailand), During the days he lived in Thailand, he frequently used 

the name Chin. Our overseas Vietnamese in Thailand respectfully called Aim 
Ihau Chin (Old Chin). However, in addition to the name Thau Chin, he adopted 
other aliases whenever he conducted activities in the various localities: 
Nguyen Lai, Tho, Nam Son, Tinh, Tran, Chinn, Tong and so forth. He performed 
many jobs in Vnalland, including helping overseas Vietnamese open schools 

for their children. He and the overseas Vietnamese carried bricks, lime and 
mortar to build the schools. To build the spirit of overseas Vietnamese, he 
wrote tne epic of Tran Hung Dao, which contains the words: "As long as one 
Vietnamese remains, the Vietnamese fatherland lives..." 


In late autumn 1929, he left Thailand and returned to Hong Kong where he 
convened the conference of delegates of the communist organizations at home 

in order to unify their organization and establish the Vietnam Communist 

Party. ‘The letter inviting the delegates of the three communist organizations 
at home to Kowloon for the conference was signed Vuong. Under the chairmanshir 
of Ho Chi Minh, the representative of the Communist International, the 
party-founding conference was held from 2 to 7 February 1930 in a small room 
of a worker in Kowloon, outside Hong Kong. 


On 25 February 1930, he wrote a letter to his comrades in the Soviet Union 
Suggesting that they supply to him a number of materials so that he could 
write a book introducing the heroic Soviet Union. At the end of this letter, 
he instructed his comrades in the Soviet Union to send their reply to 

the address of one Victor Le Bon. Later, on the basis of the materials he 
received, he wrote “Diary of a Sinking Ship” in late 1930. Through this 
work, he introduced to the Vietnamese the beautiful socialist system in 

the USSR while guiding our people along the course of the great 0: cober 
Revolution, 


On 27 February 1930, he wrote a letter to the Communist International (German 
language Office) suggesting that it issue to him a journalist's card so 

hat he could work as a correspondent for DIE WELT (THE WORLD) under the name 
L.M. Wang. 


On 20 February 1930, he wrote a letter to the Anti-Imperialist League 
Suggesi.ng that it send materials to him at the following address: Mr. 0. Lee- 
nong Kong; he also wrote a letter to the Office of the Communist International 
suggesting that it maintain communications with him and forward press 

materiais to him at the following address: Paul-Hong Kong. 


After founding the Vietnam Communist Party, he moved from China to Thailand 
in March and to Malaysia in late April 1930 to perform his international 
task. On 1 May 1930, he passed through Singapore and returned to Hong Kong 
to observe the unification of the communist organizations in Vietnam and 
guide the revolution at home. In October 1930, he chaired the ist Plenum 
of the rarty Central Committee, which was held in Hong Kong. 
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‘ eer. 4 > (pry [eg i? : of: Newspaper), 
2 , ete $ e 4 ate r it U c oe! i wae Le wuye' inane, he 
- as les entitled: what is Diligenee?"; "What Is Prugaiity?"; 
a ne; i ehat le Alenteous eas?” | printed in GUU @VOc Newspaper), 
~i a%  - ehe 195), ubine the pen name C.8,., he wrote an article entitled 
‘he Jreat viet Union"( printed in NHAN DAN Newspaper). Hie article 
preset.tead the extremeiy brave examples set by the people of the Soviet Union 


e.t @f@at war against fascienm to protect the socialist fatherland. 


rom Maren 195) W Maren 1957, he wrote very many articles under the pen 
mame so. in the “Nol Ma Nene” column in WHAN DAN Newspaper, 


\, Whine We pen nape Nguyen Du Kich, he translated the work “The 
anaes tine rrovinola, rarty Committee” by Federov., This was an interesting 
vve, on Une gverrilia war experiences in the Soviet Union. 


) 2954, bang the pen name D.A,, he wrote an article entitled “Which Camp 
ie »ttong, Which is Weak?", whieh was printed in CUU QUOC Newspaper, in this 
artic.e, he asserted that the socialist casp would win victory and that the 
Speiiaiist camp would be defeated, Under this pen name, he also «rote 

any articies that were printed in CUU QUOC and several other newspaper. 


sober iy’), using the pen name C.',, he wrote an article entitled 
‘The Hydrogen Bonb"( printed in NHAN DAN Newspaper), 


ovembdber 19°5, using the pen name D.A., he wrote an article entitied 
ye -apanese feople Resist the United States.” This article presented the 


pirit of struggie of the Japanese against the U.S. iaperialiste who had 
sent troops to occupy the territory of Japan. 


Af ter years of the war of resistance ani with the total liberation of North 
/ietan on Li October 195, he returned to Hanoi from Viet Bac. 


‘ y - ane i9_>, unger the pen name £.5., he wrote an article entitled “The 
emocratic Freedoms of Ngo Dinh Diem"(printed in NHAN DAN Newspaper). This 
artacae Of Nie Teveaied the true nature of the fraudulent democratic 


reecGoms of Ngo Vinh Oiem, the lackey of the U.S. imperialists who was 
ippressi.ng the people of South Vietnanz. 


me am Jwiy i955, ne led a delegation from our party and state on a 
visit to the Soviet Union, China and Mongolia. 


nN ay’, N@ L0G & Similar delegation on a visit to the countries of Korea, 
-ulgaria, Poland, Czechoslovakia, the GDR, Hungary, Homania, Albania and other 
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‘ c © alae : , © wrote a aFft~.cse @entitied 
errnati a. sonen’ nere: \ pra eG i} AN AL \N@ws paper . 
ey vemver .¥o), uMGer the pen name Chien Ji, he wrete an article entitled 
© aberioa ANG whOR wiai Be VOTe@Ated, the People will win Victory” 

\pTanvee if NAN DAN Newspaper), © wrote many other articies under this 
7 ‘wane between } une 1965 and 22 June 1968, 

anuary i964, ubing the pen name Dan Viet, he wrote “An Open ietter to 

re: Manister Anh Cat Loi"(printed in NHAN DAN \ewapaper), 

( me 190%, under the pen name Le Nong, he wrote an article on 


aeTiCus burPa, production experiences. in addition, between 1° september 1964 
and ; ane iy00, Le hong wrote five other articles that were published. 
Practioaiiy ali of the articles written by him under the pen name ia Nor 
@4it with agricultural production, 


vn Jv APPL, 1996, useing the pen name Le Ba, he wrote an article entitled 
‘Reply © Mr. Mansfield, U.S. senator" (printed in NHAN DAN), 

vn iv August 1906, he wrote an article entitled “President Johnson Has 
vommatted Towering Crimes.” This article was signed La Lap (printed in 
N'A UAN Nesppaper), 


Lyo7, he wrote an article entitled “The Trapped Giant.” This 
article was signed H.C.( printed in NHAN DAN Newspaper). 


‘he names and the career of Ho Chi Minh brought glory to our nation, our 
peopse and our fatherland. Our people amd the people of the world, with 
sounc.ess respect for hin, called hin a very endearing name: Uncle Ho. 
.h@ origin of the name our people called hin, Uncle Ho, was clearly stated 
by ws quoc Viet in his journal “Our People are Very Heroic.” In this 
work, he recalls meeting Ho Chi Minh at the Sth Plenum of the Party Central 
mmattee held in 194i, "...At firet, we all called his comrade, then we 
add@C Him cir; after seeing that Truone Chinh and Thu used the term uncle 
nen referring to him and seeing that this name was consistent with the 
eelir we heic for him, we began to call him by the affectionate name that 
i 





— 


: i? ~fia articie, a nave nay recorded a ; un der of ‘ne nanes and per. 
names OL :Tesicent Ho Chi Ninh. There are other names and pen names that 
“ave mot been presented because we are still verifying then(T.T.-T.N.). 


‘+ sc%a8 COMpPAny WAS €1s50 called the Five Star -Ompany. 
» ne Gocument states that, in 1940, he carried a nunber of papers in the 
mane of mi Minh(T.Se7T.N. ) 




















» Mew ACKIBVEMENT OF THE DOCUMENTARY FILLY SECTOR IN PRESENTING THE IMAGE OF 
UNCLE HC 


Manol TAP CHI CONG SAN { Communist REVIEW / in Vietnamese No 5, May 1980 

pp S6=S 

a rticie by Dink van_/ 

L ext_/ successfully presenting the image of Uncle Ho on the screen has 
some Seen the deep desire and ardent aspiration of each writer and artist in 
our country's Cinematography sector, At a time when the feature films sector 
is Making an effort to create worthy films that Gepict the rich and great 
safe of Unele Ho, the documentary films sector has urgently produced films 
re:secting each area and stage of the revolutionary activities of Uncle Ho 


with a view toward promptly satisfying the legitimate aspirations of our 
peopie, 


severa. years ago, a documentary film entitled "Nguyen Ai Quoc-Ho Chi Minh” 
Wao produced wnich generalized the history of Uncle Ho's search for the 
path of national salvation; this year, we have another film on Unele Hos 
“Nguyen Al Quoc Finds Lenin"( writers Hong Ma; producer Bui Dinh Hac; 
cameranans Do Duy Hung). This new film, which was Completed at a time when 
the peopie of our entire country are Joyously commemorating the 50th 
anniversary of the Vietnam Communist Party, is a spring flower offered in 
tribute by the cinematography sector to its giorious party. 
AS andicated by ite richly symbolic title, the Aln “Nguyen Ai Quoc Finds 
wenin” deals with an important Stage ‘n history, with a turning point of 
evasive significance in the political life of Uncle Ho: fron Paris, the 
sapita. of France, where he discovered the course to be followed by the nation 
‘ietnan, by all oppressed nations through Lenin's “Theses on the National 
and Colonial questions,” he went directly to Russia, the birthplace of that 
truth, There, in the homeland of the October Revolution, Uncle Ho absorbed 
the revolutionary thinking of the briliiant leader, the great father of the 
woricd proletariat, V.I. wenin, and personally witnessed the profound changes 
‘hat occurred in Russia after the revolution. Also in Russia, he aligned 
wimeelf with the intense revoiutionary currents of the international communist 
movement which, at that time, were developing strongly. 











. . ' [os © es | " | . Yas * ; '-”z ei, : 
ene Tre@ur,itic were brand few and extreme.) interestin tO ALA AS 


ne antensesay searched tor the course of national liberation, tne course for 
siderating the peopie., These realities further clarified his knowledge o/ 
theory a6 weii a8 fis iong held thoughts and dream concerning the course 
of the nation’s revolution and the model of our country's future society, 
Nore than anyone who preceded him, our Uncle Ho now clearly realized that 
‘ne SAek Of siberating each nation coule not be separated from the task of 
the international communist movenent, 


in the space of 1 hour, the producers of the film try to recreate a «tage 
oO: history and take the viewer Sack to the unforgettable years and months 
nearly OO years ago (1923-1924)) in Rusela, where our Uncle Mo lived and 
sonducted his activities. Along with the main theme on which the producer: 
have focused their efforts, namely, presenting Uncle Ho within a rather 
broad political and social framework, the theme of Lenin the leader also 
occupies an important position. In the film, Lenin is presented as a 
“personality” who has a close relationship with our Uncle Ho ideologically 
and politically, in his activities and emotionally, This relationship is 
presented as a cause and effect relationship, as a relationship in the nature 
of @ iaw, @o @ very dialectical relationship. Through it, the viewer cains 
additional understanding of the origin and development of the thinking of 
Jnele ho and sees the "starting point” of a leader of our party, of an 
Outstanding international activist, Comrade Ho Chi Minh. 


The viewer also sees the richness in both the scale and the forms o! 
international activities in which our Uncle Ho participated. In addition 

to the vommunist international, he also made positive contributions to the 
activities of such revolutionary mass organizations as the Peasant 
international and was one of the leaders of the International Labor Union, 
the Youth International, the Women’s International, the Red Aid International 
and so forth. in addition to presenting the historic background behind 

the activities and growth of Uncle Ho, these images also serve as an 
independent theme reflecting the very close relationship Uncle Ho had with 
the various international revolutionary organizations at that tine. 


in an historical documentary or historical portrait, materials consisting 

of fiins, pictures, writings and objects play an extremely important role. 

rhe ones presented to us in this film are brand nex, Many images energe 

on the screen that enlighten and deeply move the viewer. This occurs in the 
following scenes: when Nguyen Ai Quoc first steps foot in the Soviet Union; 
when he participates in the Congress of the Peasant International; when he 
participates in the 5th Congress of the Communist International (his 

ntering the hall and delivering his speech to the congress); his attending 

a festival with the people of Moscow on Lenin Hill... I¢ is truly interesting 
when we see the scene in the film when Uncle Ho is cheered by the Soviet 
people in a display of respect and warm welcome for a delegate from a far away 
eastern country. Of the valuable photographs shown in the film, we see 
photographs taken of Uncle Ho with delegations from Czechoslovakia, Germany 
and hungary and with comrades with whom he collaborated closely, many of whom 














» © COnc@a. Weir faces before bidding [farewell because they had to 
ocontanue vo Oattry out clandestine activities, 


we Ginceres, thank the film makers and photographers of the Soviet Union 
“nO Peoorded so many valuable memories of Uncle Ho for us, «se thank the 
documents agencies of the state and communist party of the Soviet Union for 
caretuiiy maintaining and preserving the flims, photographs, objects, 
reports...in short, all the historical materials related to Uncle Ho. we 
aiso thank the collective of persons who made this film on Uncle Ho for 
the hard work they put into collecting and finding valuable materials with 
which to create this new work on Uncle Ho. 


while emphasising the role played by materials, we cannot give light 
attention to the tremendous work performed by the film writers. Materials 
are nothing more than materials without the art, without the research 

and creativity of film makers. It is not easy or simple work to research 
amd organize materials, to convert materials into factors of art in order 
to create a complete work of cinematography, one that gives these materials 
a “soul” and “strength to soar.” 


in the film "Nguyen Ai quoc Finds Lenin,” the authors made many efforts to 
find ways to utilize the materials they had to support the ideological 
theme of the film. They also made an effort to present the image of Uncle 
HO as a patriotic fighter, as an international revolutionary activist, 
while aeveloping upon and reflecting the relationship between Uncle Ho and 
Lenin, Jncle Ho and the international communist mo\ ment, Uncle lio and the 
Soviet people, Uncle Ho and the Vietnamese and the oppressed nations of the 
world... 


To achieve the results mentioned above, in addition to making good use of 
available materials, the writers had to use many artistic techniques and 
the various types of documentary film language. Along with pieces of 
historical films, there are also sections of color films taken of Uncle Ho 
at seenic sites, hotels, iilving quarters, offices and meeting halls as well 
as a number of other sites that he had the chance to visit or pass through. 
In addition, the film also contains scenes (with sound) of historic 
“personalities” who worked with Uncle Ho or knew him. These newly taken 
scenes constitute a rather large percentage of the film and give it a 
different intensity and style. Sy means of skillful editing, the film 
makers have brought the various segnents of film of many different 
circumstances and periods of time close together so that they support one 
another, The newly taken scenes together with the narration and music 

used in the film that bring the documentary footage back to life are combined 
as one within a complete framework, thereby creating a new quality and 
competently supporting the ideological contents of the film. The efforts 
made by the film makers in practicing their art have not only created a 
uniformity of content, persuasive documentation and historical accurecy of 
images and events, but also have a strong impact upon the viewer as a cesult 
of the poetic and romantic nature of the filn, 
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